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INTRODUCTION. 


” a 


The confession of Faith, and the Discipline 
of the Evangelical Association, were origin- 
ally composed, partly from the systems of 
other Christian denominations, and partly 
from the Sacred Scriptures themselves, by 
‘seyeral ministers of said Association, ap- 
pointed for that purpose by the first Confer- 
ence, at several of its sessions, and published, — 
or the first time, by. Gzorce Minuer, in 
1809; and the second time, improved and 
enlarged, by Joun Drerspacu.and Henry 
Nieset in 1816; being arranged in a plain 

and distinct manner, in acco 
word of God, for the edification of t 
ciation, and the benefit of all who « 
use it for this purpose. _ Since ; 
many alterations and editions have be 
made therein, at the several sessions — 
General Conference, as may be seen on co 
paring the different editions published. 
Whoever will take the pains to examine this 
Church Discipline, will find that the Eyan- 
gelical Association eS chosen the plain and 
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safe way of the Bible, in order to serve the 
Almighty ;:and, guided by these Scriptural 
rules, to labor with all true Christians in 
the extension of his glorious Kingdom on 
earth, according to the grace which the Lord 
will impart unto her. 

Though this branch of the General Church 
has, since its origin, especially in former 
years, been exposed to much calumny and 
contempt, by the world and carnally-minded, 
nominal Christians; yet they have not suf- 
fered themselves to be deterred or confound- _ 
ed in their internal or external improve- — 
ment, nor in the progress of the great rae 
which the Lord has given them to do: know- 
ing that all who will life godly in Christ 
Jesus, shall suffer persecution, and that the 
reproach of man can not, in the sight of God, 
detract from the character of any man, or 
inder him from exercising a filial trust in 
is grace, 

Although, in her arrangements, the Evan- 
gelical Association has copied quite freely 
from other well organized Churches; especi- 
ally as regards her Episcopal form of govern- 
ment; yet she hesitates not to acknowledge 
that she has not inherited or received her 
ordination and Church-authority from oth- 
ers, but, after the manner of the primitive 
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Christians, has introduced and established 
them herself, through the knowledge and 
grace given unto her of God, in order thus 
to administer the blessed and indispensable 
ordinances of the New Testamental economy, 
conformably to the injunction of the Great 
Head of the Church, and to build each other 
up in faith and in love. Though such as de- 
light in censuring others, not perceiving 
their own faults, may take offense thereat, 
the Evangelical Association takes comfort 
therein, that the Lord does nowhere forbid 
any Christian society the introduction and 
- administration of every sanctified mears, or- 
_ dained by Him for their edification and im- 
"provement; and that hitherto He has con- 
descended abundantly to bless all her enter- 
prises undertaken in hisname. In calm re- 
liance on the assistance, of God in future, 
the Evangelical Association will, therefore 
continue her appointed work at the orelle 
edifice of Christ’s Church on earth, and, in 
Christian love and union with all who love 


the Lord Jesus Christ, patiently and hopée- 


fully look for the final accomplishment of 
ah grand design of God’s Kingdom on earth. 
Suecess to the Undertaking |! Success to the 


. Amen, ‘rag 
. « 
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# SECTION I, 
Of the Origin of the Evangelical Association, 


By the introduction and advice of that de- 
vout minister of the Gospel, Jacop AL- 
BRIGHT, several individuals, having become 
deeply convinced of their sinful condition, 
and earnestly sighing for deliverance, uni- 
ted themselves in the year 1800, to pray 
with and for each other, in order to be 
saved from sin, and to flee the wrath to 
come. 

In order properly to commence and ac- 
complish this important work, they set apart 
each Sabbath-day, and each Wednesday 
evening, for social prayer and devotional 
exercises, diligently seeking to avoid every- 
thing evil and sinful, and to do all manner 
of good, as far as God gave them strength 
and ability. The number of those disposed 
to attend such meetings increased daily. 

This was the origin of the Evangelical 
Association which took its rise in the State 
of Pennsylvania; and because JacoB AL- 
BRIGHT was, by the grace af God, the instru- 
‘mental cause of their solemn union and 
zealous exercises in the service of the Lord, 
they were frequently called ‘The Albrights.” 
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This Association is, therefore, nothing else 
than a friendly union of such persons as 
wish to have not merely the form of godli- 
ness, but strive also to possess its power and 
substance. 


SECTION II, 
ARTICLES OF FAITH. ae 


The following Articles contain our unani- 
mous confession of Christian Faith, ~~ 
I. Of Faith in the Holy Trinity. 


There is but one true and living God, an 
eternal BEING, a Spirit without body, in- 
divisible, of infinite power, wisdom, and 
goodness; the Creator and Preserver of all 
things, visible and invisible. .And in this 
Godhead there is a Trinity. of one substance 
and power, and co-eternal; namely, the 
Rather, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, 


II. Of the Word, or Son of God, who 
became Man. 


The Son, who ‘s the Word of the Father, 
the eternal and true God, of one substance 
with the Father, took man’s nature in the 
womb of the plessed Virgin, so that both na- 
tures, the Divine and the human, are perfect- 
ly and inseparably joined in Him (as in one 
person); therefore He is Christ (the an- 
ointed), very God and very man, even He 
who suffered, was crucified, dead, and bur- 
ied, in order to reconcile the justice of the 
eternal Father to us, and to present Him- 
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self a sacrifice for both our original and ac- 
tual sins, 


HII. Of the Resurrection of Christ. 


Christ did truly rise from the dead, and 
took again His Body, with all things apper- 
taining to the perfection of man’s nature; 
and with the same body He ascended into 
heaven, and there sitteth until He return, at 
the last day, to judge all men, 


IV. Of the Holy Ghost. 


The Holy Ghost proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, as the true and eternal God, 
of one substance, majesty, and glory with 
the Father and the Son. 


V. The Sufficiency of the Holy Scriptures 
Sor our Instruction to Salvation 


The Holy Scriptures contain the will of 
God, so far as it is necessary for us to know 
for our salvation; so that whatsoever is not 
contained therein, nor can be proved there- 
by, is not to be enjoined on any as an arti- 
cle of faith, or as a doctrine essential to sal- 
vation. 

By the Holy Scriptures, we understand 
those canonical books of the Old and New 
Testaments, which the Church has at all 
times indubiously received as such. 
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The Names of the Canonical Books, 


Genesis, 

Exodus, 

Leviticus, 

Numbers, 

Deuteronomy, 

Joshua, 

Judges, 

Ruth, 

The First Book of Samuel, 

The Second Book of Samuel, _ 

The First Book of Kings, 

The Second Book of Kings, 

The First Book of:Chronicles, 

The Second Book of Chronicles, 

The Book of Ezra, 

The Book of Nehemiah, 

The Book of Esther, 

The Book of Job, 

The Psalms, 

The Proverbs of Solomon, 

Ecclesiastes, 

The Song of Solomon, 

Four Greater Prophets, 

Twelve Minor Prophets, 

All the books of the New Testament, as 

they are commonly received, we do receive 
and account canonical, ; 


VI. Of the Old Testament. 


" The Old Testament is not contrary to the 
New: in both, the Old as well as the New 
Testament, everlasting life is offered to man- 
kind by Christ, who, being both God and 
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man, is the only Mediator between God and 
man, 

We are, therefore, not to listen to those, 
who teach that the fathers of the ancient 
covenant grounded their expectations only 
on temporal promises. Though the law giv- 
en from God by Moses, as touching ceremo- 
nies and rites, does not bind Christians, nor 
ought the civil precepts thereof necessarily 
be received in any commonwealth: yet, not- 
withstanding, no Christian is exempt from 
obeying the ten commandments, which are 
also called the moral law. 


VIL... Of Original Sin. 


Original sin consisteth not in the follow- 
ing of Adam (as some falsely pretend,) but 
itis that corruption of the human nature, in 
which every offspring of Adam appears in 
this world; a corruption, whereby man is 
very far gone from original righteousness, 
and of his own nature inclined: to evil, and 
that continually. 


VIL. Of Free Will. 


The condition of man after the fall of 
Adam is so wretched, that he cannot turn to 
God by the mere powers of nature; and 
hence he can not, by his own natural 
strength, do any good works, pleasing and 
acceptable in the sight of God, without the 
grace of God by Christ preventing us, and 
influencing us, ‘that we may have a good 
will, and working with us, when we have 
that good will. 
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IX. Of the Justification of Man. 


We are never accounted righteous before 
God on account of our works or merits, but 
itis only for the merit of our Lord and Sav- 
iour Jesus Christ, and by faith in His name, 
that we are justified. Wherefore, that we 
are justified by faith only, is a most whole- 
some doctrine, and full of comfort, 


X. Of Good Works. 


Although good works are the fruits o 
faith, and follow justification, but have no 
the virtue to put away our sins, or to aver 
the judgment, or endure the severity o 
God's justice; yet they are pleasing an 
acceptable to God in Christ, and spring from 
a true and living faith, insomuch that by 
them a living faith may be as evidently 
known, as a tree is discerned by its fruits, 


XI, Of Sin after Jusiification. 


Not every sin willingly committed after 
justification, is therefore the sin against the 
Holy Ghost, which is unpardonable. They 
can not all be precluded from repentance 
who fall into sin after justification, nor can 
their re-acceptance straightway be denied 
them, After we have received the Holy 
Ghost, it may so happen that we may depart 
from grace, and fallinto sin; and we may 
even then, by the grace of God, rise again 
andamendourlives. Therefore the doctrine 
of those is to be rejected, who say they can 
no more fall into sin as long as they live 
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here, or who deny forgiveness to such as 
truly repent, 


Ris OF the. Church, 


The visible Church of Christ is the com- 
munity of true believers, among whom the 
word of God is preached in its purity, and 
the means of grace are duly administered, 
according to Christ’s own appointment in 
all those things, as far as they are requisite, 
and in conformity to the ordinances of 
Christ, 


XHT. Of the Language to be used in the 
Congregation during Service. 


Public prayers in the Church, and the 
administering of Baptism and of the Lord’s 
Supper, in a tongue not understood by the 
people, are matters plainly repugnant to the 
word of God, and the customs of the primi- 
tive Church. 


XIV. Of Baptism and the Lord's Supper. 


Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, ordained 
by Christ, are not only given pledges or 
tokens of Christian men’s profession; but 
they are rather certain signs of God’s grace 
and good will toward us, by which he works 
invisibly in us, and also strengthens and 
confirms our faith in him. 

_ Baptism and the Lord’s Supper were not 
ordained by Christ, that we should abuse 
them; but that we should duly use them. 
And in such only as worthily receive the 
same, they produce a wholesome and power- 
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ful effect; but such as receive them unwor- 
thily, bring upon themselves condemnation, 
as Paul saith. 1.:Cor. xi, 29. 


XV. Of Baptism. 


Baptism is not merely a token of a Chris- 
tian profession, whereby Christians are 
distinguished from others, and whereby they 
obligate themselves to observe every Chris- 
tian duty; but itis also a sign of internal 
ablution, renovation, or the new birth, 


XVI, Of the Lords Supper, 


The Supper of the Lord is not merely a 
token of love and union that Christians 
ought to have among themselves, and one 
toward another, but.is rather a mystery or a 
representation of our redemption by the 
sufferings and death of Christ: insomuch, 
that such as rightly, worthily, and faithfully 
receive the same, partake of the body and 
blood of Christ by faith, as the imparting 
means, not ina bodily but in a spiritual 
manner, in eating the broken bread, and in 
drinking the blessed cup, handed to them. 
Transubstantiation, or the changing of the 
bread and wine into the body and blood of 
Christ in the Lord’s Supper, cannot be sup- 
ported by Holy Writ, but is repugnant to 
the plain words of the Scriptures, 


XVII. Of the one Oblation of Christ, finished 
upon the Cross. 

The. offering which was once made by 

Christ on the Cross, is that perfect redemp- 


iy 
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tion, propitiation, and satisfaction for the 
sins of the whole world, both original and 
actual: so that there is no other satisfac- 
tion required but that alone. 


XVII. Of the Rites and Ceremonies of 
Churches. 


It is by no means necessary that ceremo- 
nies and rites should in all places be the 
same, or exactly alike; for they have always 
been different, and may be changed accord- 
ing to the diversity of countries, times, and 
national manners, provided that nothing be 
introduced contrary to God’s ordinances. 
Whosoever, through his private judgment, 
willingly and purposely doth break the 
ordinances, ceremonies, and rites of the 
church to which he belongs, (if they are not 
repugnant to the word of God, and are‘or- 
dained by proper authority,) ought to be re- 
buked openly, as one that offendeth against 
the order of the Church, and woundeth the 
consciences of the weaker brethren, in order 
that others may be deterred from similar 
audacity. 

Every particular Church has the privilege 
to introduce, change, and abolish rites and 
eeremonies; yet so, that all things may be 
done to edification. 


XIX. Of the Rulers of the United States of 
America, 


The President, the Congress, the General 
Assemblies, the Governors, and the Councils 
of State, as the delegates of ‘the people, are the 
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rulers of the United States, according to the 
regulation and transfer of power, made to 
them by the Constitution of the United 
States, and by the Constitutions of their re- 
spective States. And these States are a 
sovereign and independent nation, which is 
not, and ought not to be, subject to any 
foreign jurisdiction, We also acknowledge 
the respective governments of other nations, 
under whose protection we may reside. 
Though we believe that wars’and bloodshed 
are not agreeable to the Gospel and Spirit of 
Christ. iy 


XX. Of Christian's Property. 


The property of Christians is not to be 
considered as common, in regard to the right, 
title, and possession of the same, as some do 
erroneously pretend, but as lawful posses- 
sions, Notwithstanding, every man ought, 
of the things he possesseth, to give to the 
poor and needy, and manifest Christian love 
and liberality teward them. 5 


XXII, Of the last Judgment and God's right- 
eous Sentence of kewards and Punish 
ments. 


We believe that Jesus Christ will come in 
the last day, to judge all tnankind by a 
righteous judgment; that God will give unto 
the faithful, elect, and godly, eternal life 
and happiness, everlasting rest, peace, and 
joy without end. But God will bid the im- 
penitent and ungodly depart to the devil 
and his angels, to endure everlasting dam- 
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nation, punishment and pain, torment and 
misery. Weare, therefore, not to concede 
to the doctrine of those who maintain that 
devils and ungodly men will not have to 
suffer eternal punishment and torment. 


SECTION III. 


General Rules and Instructions in the Duties 
hie of this Association. 


In order to be admitted into this Church, 
there is but one condition previously re- 
quired; namely, that such persons have an 
earnest desire to be saved from sin, and to 
flee the wrath to come. AJ] those who enter- 
tain such a desire in their hearts, will make 
it appear by their fruits. It is therefore ex- 
pected of all who are truly serious about 
their souls’ salvation, that they should make 
proof of their sincerity in the following 
manner; namely, that they avoid every- 
thing evil as the Lord hath forbidden in His 
Word; and, on the contrary, endeavor to do 
all manner of good, as far as God gives them 
power and ability. 

1. Let all examine themselves whether 
they earnestly desire to be redeemed and de- 
livered by Christ from a!l] and every sin, and 
to ayoid all manner of careless, indifferent, 
and designed neglect of Divine service; and 
to abhor and flee every thing that may have 
the appearance of idolatry or the worship- 
ing of images. Ex, xx: 2, 8. Also to avoid 
the singing of all kinds of vain or jocular 
songs, or the reading of such books as do 
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not tend to the knowledge of God, or the 
hearing of such doctrines as divert from 
God upon things transitory; as also to keep 
separate from ungodly society. Ps. i, 1; 
2 Cor. vi: 16,17. And, in general, to avoid 
using such diversions as can not be prac- 
ticed in the name of Jesus. Col, ili: 17; 
Matth. xii: 86; Eph. v: 15—20. 

2. To avoid all manner of profaning the 
name of God, Ex. xx: 7; such as, cursing, 
swearing, enchanting, lying, defrauding, 
&ce., whereby the name of God the Father, 
the Son, or the Holy Ghost may be used in 
vain, Lev.:xxiv:' 14, 16; xix: 12. : 

8. To avoid the profanation of the day of 
the Lord, in any manner whatever, Ex, xx: 
8—11; such as buying and selling, engaging 
or transacting business, making unneces- 
sary. visits, and taking pleasure excursions, 
as well as all other worldly reflections and 
contrivances, on the Lord’s day. Isaiah 
lviii: 138, 

4, To avoid all manner of unchavitable 
actions and trifling talk, as well as all un- 
charitable speaking of, and conduct toward, 
our parents, Hx, xx: 12; Eph, vi: 1—2; 
Prov. xxiii: 22; and toward our guardians, 
1 Pet? iis 18, as well as toward those who 
are in offices, whether ecclesiastical, Heb. 
xili: 17, or civil, Rom. xxiii: 1—7; and i in 
general to avoid doing unto others, as ‘we 
wish them not todo unto us, Matt. vii: 12, 

5. To avoid all manner of violence, ty- 
ranny, and unmerciful or rash treatment, 
whereby we or others might suffer either in 
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body or soul, Gen. ix: 6; Num. xxxv: 16; 
such as, quarreling, brawling, and hatred, 
brother going to law with brother, 1. Cor. 
vi: 5, 6; recompensing evil for evil, Rom, 
xii: 17; rendering railing for railing, Rom. 
xii: 19; or the buying and selling of men 
and women, whereby Slavery is introduced, 
or promoted, As also to avoid intemperance 
and uncleanness of every kind; especially 
drunkenness and the unnecessary use of 
spirituous liquors, Eph. v: 18. 

6. To avoid adultery and fornication, and 
all ‘manner of lewdness, Ex, xx: 14; Eph. 
v: 8; especially that trivial and impudent 
familiarity of males and females, regardless 
of modesty and good breeding, Also to 
avoid all manner of evil and insolent de- 
portment and tale-bearing, that may cause 
dissension or separation between man and 
wife. 

7. To avoid all manner of theft and 


fraud, Ex, xx: 15; Ley. xix: 11; and un- 


just usury, Ps. xv: 5; receiving any kind 
of bribes and gifts to subvert judgment, Isa. 
xxxlii: 15; the not fulfilling of contracts, 
taking advantage in dealing, to lay up treas- 
ures on earth, Matt. vi: 19; to. borrow 
money, or purchase goods on credit, without 
a well-founded probability of being able to 
pay for them; or to make use of many 
words in buying or selling; the putting on 
of costly and foppish apparel, or flirting at- 
tire; in general, all kinds of extravagance 
and idleness, as being the fountain of many 
ther evils, 1 Tim. ii: 9; 1 Pet. iii: 8, 


‘, 


20 GENERAL RULES, 


8. To avoid bearing false witness, speak- 
ing evil, or backbiting, levity and impure 
conversation, and, in general, lying of every 
species, Ex, xx: 16, 

9, Toavoid, with a firm resolution, all 
sin, especially not to covet our neighbor's 
goods, or anything forbidden, Bx, xx: 17; 
Rom. vii: 7; not to be envious of our neigh- 
bor's prosperity, or his honor; and above ail 
to flee avarice, which is the root of all evil, 
1 Tim, vi: 10, 

On the contrary— . 

1. Assiduously and diligently. to serve 
God, with all our heart, with all our powers, 
and with all our mind; especially in dis- 
charging every rational duty belonging to 
the service of God, such as, fasting and 
using abstinence, reading and searching the 
Scriptures, John v: 89; secret prayer, fam- 
ily worship in the morning and evening, 
giving thanks with prayer-before and after 
meal, and assiduously attending the public 
worship of God; and in congregation to call 
upon God with others, and to praise Him in 
singing, Ps, lxviii: 26; Heb. x: 25; and to 
be ready at all times to do good by works of 
love and mercy toward our needy fellow- 
men, both as to body and soul, James ii: 16, 
16; Matt, v: 44; Rom xii: 20, 

2, To endeavor, above all, to exalt the 
name of the Lord, Isa. lvii: 15; and to keep 
holy the Sabbath of the Lord, in true religi- 
ous devotion, Ex. xx: 8. 

8. To be courteous unto all, 1 Pet. ii: 17; 
especially toward those who are our govern- 
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ors, ordained according to Divine and human 
institutions, 1. Pet. ii: 13, 18, 

4, Tobe kind and charitable unto all, 
without exception, 1, John iii: 18; and, as 
much as lies in us, to maintain and promote 
peace, Rom. xii: 18; Heb. xii: 14. 

5~ To evidence chastity, temperance, and» 
sobriety, 1. Pet. iv: 8; especially to deport 
ourselves modestly and circumspectly in, our 
intercourse with the other sex, as it becom- 
eth Christians who always’ have God before 

_their eyes, Matt. v: 27-32; Heb. xiii: 4. 

6. Tobe honest in all our dealings, trans- 
acting all our business as upright Chris- 
tians, without cunning tricks or artifice, 1. 
Thess. iv: 6, with industry and economy, 
Eph. iv: 28, and always to give employment 
first to those who are of the household of 
faith, or anxiously desire to belong to it, and 
to assist them with care and fidelity in their 
business, helping them along, Gal. vi: 10, 

7. In all ourconversation to speak the truth, 
and nothing but the truth, as touching our- 
selves or others, John iii: 21, and to perform 
all our promises, as those who heartity seek 
to be redeemed from all sin in this life, 
through Christ, the eternal truth: so that no 
inward or outward sin may reign over us, 
John viii: 32, and that we do good with joy 
and pleasure, Gal, vi: 9. 

These are the general rules of our Associ- 
ation; to observe all of which, God has 
taught us in His written word; and these 
concise rules, in addition to the passages of 
Scripture quoted, shall serve, by the grace 
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of God, to us, to ours, or to any one who de- 
sires to know his duty, as an admonition, 
and as an introduction to the Sacred Scrip- 
tures, which are our only and sufficient 
guide, both as to our faith and practice: and 
we are assured, that-the Spirit of God-will 
‘inscribe these regulations, founded on His 
word, on every truly awakened heart. 

If there be any among us who do not op- 
serve these rules, or who habitually act in 
opposition to any of them, let it be made 
known to those who watch over such, and 
have to give account of them. We will in 
love admonish them toreform, and bear with 
them for a season; but if reformation does 
not follow, then for such there is no more 
place among us, and our souls be clear of 
them, 


Of Marriage. 


Ques. Do we not observe-an evil prevail- 
ing in our Societies with respect to mar- 
riage ? 

Ans. Yes, undoubtedly; as some of our 
members have married unconverted persons, 
it is evident that they in most cases have 
placed obstacles in their way; and it is to be 
feared, that some have been hindered during 
life—yea, some have turned back already to 
the world and to Satan. 

Ques. What advice would be necessary in 
this case ? 

Ans. Our preachers shall endeavor to 
make it plain to every single person in 
society, how dangerous it is in many re- 
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spects, by referring them to the following 
seriptural incidents and passages. 

1. The displeasure which God manifested 
to the Israelites, on account of intermarry- 
ing with the heathen nations, by whom they 
were reduced into idolatry. 


2. It is also remarkable that Samson, the. 
great champion, lost his strength and sight. 


by a Philistine woman. 

8. And Solomon, the wise king of Israel, 
was incited to idolatry by his foreign wives, 
for which he was signally punished, 

4, The apostle Paul also exhorts that we 
shall have no fellowship with the ungodly, 
and not be unequally yoked together with 
unbe ievers, 2. Cor, vi: 14, &c. 

5. These and many other scriptural ac- 
counts may serve to warn those who will 
take warning, and who reflect seriously. 

6. Weexhort all our members, who de- 
sire to enter the bonds of holy matrimony, 
that they earnestly pray God for His bless- 
ing, and ask good advice of some faithful 
friends, before they take a step in so weighty 
a matter, 

7. But whoever shall, notwithstanding 
_ this, yer venture it, must abide a probation 

of six months, in ‘the relation of a newly 
Yeceived probationary member, 
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Of Dress. 


Qves. Is it necessary to give instructions 
in relation to dress? 

Ans. Yes, by all means; for the apostle 
Paul writes to Timothy concerning it: That 
they adorn themselves in modest apparel, with 
shamefacedness and sobriety, not with broidered 
hair, or gold, or pearl, or costly array ; and 
the apostle Peter exhorts that the adorning 
shall not be outward with plaiting of hair 
and wearing of gold, or putting on of ap- 
parel; for splendid apparel is always ex- 
pensive, and we may become spendtkrifts 
in clothing as well as in eating and drink- 
ing. Let us, therefore, take the rich man as 
® warning, Luke xvi: 19—24, 

Ques. Is there not now yet unnecessary 
gorgeousness of dress in yogue, which we 
unitedly must oppose ? 

Ans. Yes, although we are persuaded 
that dress, however plain, can save no one, 
if he be not clothed with the garment of 
salvation, and covered with the robe of 
righteousness, through Christ: yet, it is un- 
deniable, that sumptuous.attire is unbecom- 
ing true Christians: and that each of our 
members may be apprized thereof, be it 
known that none shall be permitted to wear 
eny of the articles named and prohibited in 
the Holy Seriptures. 

On the other hand, we insist on neatness, 
cleanliness and decency, to dress modestly, 
cheap. and good, with shamefacedness and 
sobriety, as the apostle writes. 
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Of Selling and Using Intoxicating Liquors. 


Ques. What directions are to be given 
with regard to the trafficking in, and using 
of, spirituous liquors? 

Ans, 1. None of our members shall be 
allowed to make or prepare, to deal in, or to 
use as a drink, spirituous or intoxicating 
liquors, except as a medicine, 

2. Much less shall any one of our preach- 
ers be suffered to practice any of the above 
particulars; neither shall they be allowed, 
in any wise, to countenance or encourage the 
making or selling of such liquors. 


Of Slavery. 


Ques, What is to be done respecting Slay- 
ery and the Slave-trade? 

Ans. We have long since been convinced 
that the buying and selling of men and wo- 
men, and Slavery, is a great evil, and ought 
to be abhorred by every Christian; be it 
therefore known to all our members, that 
none shall be allowed, under any pretence or 
condition whatever, to hold slayes or to 
traffick in the same, 


Thoughts on Singing and Praying. 


Ques. What may be the reasons of our 
frequent lukewarmness and_ indifference 
during singing and praying ? 

Ans. 1. Because we are not as solicitous 
in working out our own salvation, as we 
should be, and are sometimes satisfied with 
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having prayed, whether we obtained a bless- 
ing or not, 

2. Another reason may be the wandering 
of our minds, useless talking, &c¢., whereby 
are hearts are diverted from God; and we 
sometimes wish the exercises of prayer tobe 
over, or that another would have to pray, so 
that we may be passed by for the present. 

3. Yet another reason may be that. many, 
besides neglecting secret prayer, nearly, if 
not entirely, omit fasting and abstinence, or 
even deem them unnecessary; and thus the 
world and the flesh gain the ascendency, so 
that we live carelessly. And, if any exer- 
cises remain, they are mere lip-service, 
without spirit and life. Oh how detestable 
in the sight of God! 

Ques. How must prayer be constituted 
to be acceptable to God, and what means are 
to be used to realize His promises ? 

Ans, 1. In order to callupon the Lord 
acceptably we must have clear views of His 
majesty and infinite mercy, in Christ Jesus, 
and of our nothingness without His grace, 
humbly acknowledging our dependence on 
God, and approach Him in sincerity of 
heart with supplication, prayer, interces- 
sion, and giving of thanks; for God is a 
spirit, and they that worship Him; must worship 
Him in spirit and in truth. 

2. In order to realize the promises of God 
we must believingly persevere in prayer, as 
the apostle saith, Pray without ceasing.  Like- 
wise our Saviour saith: Ask, and it shall be 
given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and 
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it shall be opened unto you. And the apostle 
saith: All the promises of God in Him are yea, 
andin Him amen, unto the glory of God by us. 

8. When drawing near to God, therefore, 
we must believe that He is, and that He is the 
rewarder of those who diligently seck Him. 

4. By watching and prayer we must pre- 
serve the grace already obtained, and by 
believing prayer daily seek to gain more. 

5, Hence it is earnestly recommended to 
all our members to persevere in fervent 
prayer, by day and by night, in our closets 
and in the public services; as also in the 
morning and evening with our families; 
Then shall our light break forth as the morning, 
and our health shall spring forth speedily ; and 
our righteousness shall go before us: the glory of 
the Lord shall be our rereward. 

Ques, How shall singing be conducted to 
be edifying and acceptable to God ? 

Ans, 1, Singing has always, among the 
pious, constituted a part of public and priv- 
ate worship, and is no inconsiderable in- 
citement to the mind; that is, if it is per- 
formed, not merely according to form and 
with the mouth, but also with the spirit in 
true devotion, to the praise and glory of 
God, For the Psalmist saith: J will sing 
unto the Lord as long as I live, and praise my 
God while I have my being. And again: Sing 
unto the Lord a new song ; let all the earth sing 
unto the Lord! To confine singing in public 
worship to choirs, we deem, therefore, im- 
proper and injurious, 
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2, This singing is to be performed in ac- 
cordance with the admonition of the apostle, 
Sing and make melody in your hearts unto the 
Lord Thatis, not only with the mouth, but 
to sing with the mouth and with the heart; 
for this is the music which is well pleasing 
unto the Lord. 


SECTION IV. 
Of Classes, Class-leaders, and their Duties, 


That it may be the more easily discerned, 
whether the respective members of our so- 
cleties are earnestly engaged in working 
out their own salvation, each society is di- 
vided into smaller companies called classes, 

Each class consists of a number of mem- 
bers, who may meet twice a week, one of 
whom is styled the leader, who is elected 
every two years by a majority of the class, 
with the approbation of the preacher in 
charge, 

The duties of the leader are as follows: 

1. That he never cease praying for, and 
watching over, himself, to obtain such grace 
from God, that he may, in observing these 
rules, according to the commandments of 
God, be a leader, and give his brethren and 
sisters good instruction by his-own deport- 
ment, 1. Pet. v: 2, 3. 

2. That he cordially love the class com- 
mitted to his charge, frequently pray for 
them in secret and visit them, and hold pub- 
lic prayer-meetings, at least twice a week, 
to pray for himself, for and with them, and 
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be diligent in supplication, in intercession, 
in deprecation, and in thanksgiving: the 
like exercises being commanded by Jesus 
Christ and His holy apostles, 

3. That he hold class-meeting, at least 
once a month. 

4. That he do not seek to dominate over 
his brethren and sisters, but watch over 
them in love, and see that they progress in 
the divine life; not only according to the 
mere form, but to see that they grow in the 
true knowledge and love of God: and in 
love to advise them, teach them, reprove, 
comfort, and admonish them, as circum- 
stances may require, 

5. That he be careful, that all things are 
conducted in his class according to Divine 
and human order: to inform the preacher of 
such as lead a disorderly life, and will not 
be admonished; as well as of those who pur- 
posely or habitually neglect their duty of 
doing good, He shall also give information 
of the sick and the poor, if there be such; 
and he is to visit and assist them in time of 
need. Especially shall he be concerned for 
the wives and children of faithful preachers 
who are daily engaged in the work of the 
Lord, and consequently can not do much for 
their temporal support; as also for the wid- 
ows and orphans of such faithful ministers 
as have devoted their lives to the preaching 
of the Gospel. Moreover, the class-leader 
shall warn the class committed to his charge, 
against rough, indifferent, and violent con- 
duct toward all that are thus destitute; and 





380 OF CLASSES AND CLASS—LEADERS. 


admonish them to be merciful, and ready to 
serve them, in order to make him and his 
class worthy of the blessings of God. 

6, To collect quarterly the voluntary con- 
tributions from his class and others who feel 
disposed to contribute for the support of the 
preachers and their families;.and duly pay 
it over to the steward or preacher in charge. 
This contribution shall be collected by sub- 
scription, to be written into the class book. 
If, however, any member be not willing to 
subscribe the sum he is disposed to contri- 
bute, he may, every quarter, hand it to the 
class-leader, steward, or preacher in charge. 

7. Itis each class-leader’s special duty to 
make himself familiar with the rules of our 
Association, and to refer to the passages of 
Scripture there quoted, in order to be the 
more fully convinced of our duty; and to 
explain these passages of Scripture to every 
one in the class; and, if circumstances re- 
quire, or the conduct of any person should 
prove to be contrary to the commandments 
ef God, either through ignorance or from in- 
difference, as though it were of little import- 
ance, he is to instruct them by the quoted 
passages, and to inculate those rules with 
calmness, yet with all possible energy, so 
that reformation may be expected, For he 
that is indifferent to the close observance of 
duty, is in danger of getting into an evil 
way. 
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SECTION V. 
Concerning Exhorters and their Duties. 


Ques. Who has to recommend or to appoint 
exhorters? 


Ans. As the members of the class eect 
their leader, by and with the consent of the 
preacher in charge, so shall they also, with 
the class-leader, recommend those who are 
to serve as exhorters in the class, by and 
with the consent of the elder preacher, or of 
him who has the charge of the circuit: then 
such a one shall serve. The quarterly con- 
ference shall give him a license, in the fol- 
lowing form. 


A, B. is constituted and appointed exhort- 
er in C. D.’s class for two years, if he leads 
a godly life. KE. F, Presiding Elder, 

G, H. Preacher in charge. 


Without such a license none shall be al- 
lowed to exhort in class, and especially not 
in other classes abroad; unless by permissi- 
on of the preacher, or of the class and their 
leader. 

1. It is the duty of every authorized ex- 
horter, always to assist the class-leader in 


holding prayer and class-meeting, to exhort, 
to read a portion of Sacred Scripture, or of 


our Church Discipline; and, in the absence 
of the class-leader, the whole duty devolves 
upon him. He is also to assist in collecting 
the quarterly contributions. 

2, He must not be negligent in visiting 
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the sick and in assisting the widows and 
orphans, 

3. Be ever prepared to exhort in assem- 
plies when called upon. 

4. Above all, to fast, pray, and watch, 
and continue to read and meditate upon the 
Word of God: then he will not be unedifying 
to his brethren. 


SECTION VI, 
Concerning Stewards and their Duties. 


Ques. 1, What are the qualifications nec- 
essary for stewards? 

Ans. They shall be men of solid piety, 
whoare familiar with our rules of Discipline, 
and possess the necessary abilities to trans- 
act temporal business, 

Ques. 2. How are the Stewards to be ap- 
pointed? 

Ans, The preacher in charge shall have 
the right of nomination; but the quarterly 
conference shall confirm or reject such no- 
mination. Their election shall take place 
annually. 

Ques, 8. What are the duties ue Stew- 
ards ? 

Ans, 1. At the first ee cere 

“ the conference year, they shall inquire of 
their preachers what their, Disciplinary 
claims are for the current year, and shall 
see to il that each class contribute, quarter- 
ly, its proportionate amount for sieht 
such claims, 

2. They shall receive all funds intended 
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for the support of the preachers, and pay it 
over to them quarterly, or oftener if neces- 
sary. 

8. They shall provide the bread and wine 
for the Lord’s Supper. 

4. They shall procure dwellings for the 
married preachers, or assist in procuring 
them. 

Ques, 4. To whom are the stewards ac— 
countable for the performance of their official 
duties? 

Ans. To the quarterly conference of the 
circuit or station ? 

Ans. Not less than three, and not more 
than five, of whom one shall be the record— 
ing Steward, 


SECTION VII. 


Rules for the Reception and Ordination of 
Preachers, 


Ques. 1, How is a preacher to be received 7? 

Ans. By the quarterly, annual, or Gene- 
ral Conference; after the person who desires 
to be admitted has produced a good recom- 
mendation from the class to which he be- 
longs, in the following manner: 

We, the undersigned members of A——’s 
class, recommend our brother B C— 
as a suitable person for the office of the min- 
istry, and do herewith give him a good tes 
timony respecting his conduct as a Chris- 
tian, and believe him possessed of the neces- 
sary abilities and called of God to ek 

fice. 

: 3 
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It is required that two thirds of the mem- 
bers of such class, by which a person is re- 
commended to the ministry, at a stated meet- 
ing, at which the preacher in charge, the 
Presiding Elder, or a Bishop, shall be pres- 
ent, who shall explain to the class the import- 
ance of recommending a person to the min- 
istry—subscribe his recommendation. The 
preacher is also to consult the class with 
regard to the ability and qualification of the 
applying person, in the absence of the same. 

The chairman of the conference is to ex- 
amine him in the following or similar man- 
ner: 

Ques, 1. Have you obtained the pardon 
of your sins, and peace with God, through 
faith in Christ ? 

Ques. 2. Have you the Spirit of God bear- 
ing witness with your spirit that you are a 
child of God? 

Ques, 8, Is the love of God shed abroad 
in your heart by the Holy Spirit, in such a 
measure that you have complete victory over 
every sin, inwardly and outwardly? If not, 
do you earnestly desire it, do you seek it 
with all your heart? 

Ques. 4, Are you acquainted with the 
doctrines cf faith and Discipline of our 
Church ? : 

Ques. 5. Will you observe and defend 
them ? 

Ques. 6, Have you no more debts than 
you are well able to pay? 

If the applicant satisfactorily answers all 
the foregoing questions, the conference may 


of 
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proceed to anelection; and if he obtains a 
majority of yotes, a license shall be given 
him (provided it be an annual or. General 
Conference) as preacher on trial, 

If a preacher of another denomination de- 
sires to unite with our Association, he shall, 
instead of aforesaid recommendation, pro- 
duce from his church a certificate of his 
standing in office, and to testimony of his 
Christian character from such persons as 
Know him, to that conference at which he 
makes application for reception. Such a 
preacher can, however, be received only by 
the General or an annual conference. 

Ques. IJ. How are preachers ordained and 
received as deacons? 

Ans. By the annual or General Confer- 
ence. After a local preacher has been six 
years on probation, proved faithful and dili- 
gent, and has a recommendation signed 
yearly by the Presiding Elder; and the 
itinerant preacher having been diligent and 
faithful during a probation of two years; if 
then tye conference give them a majority of 
votes for the office of deacon, the Bishop or 
the Elders appointed for that purpose, shall 
consecrate and ordain them by prayer and 
imposition of hands, agreeably to our cus- 
tomary mode, as prescribed in the third 
chapter, section 1. And such of our preach- 
ers as serve as teachers in our institutions 
of learning, shall after a probation of three 
years, and such as are by order of the Gen- 
eral Board of Missions in a course of pre- 
paration for missionaries to the heathen, 
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after two years’ probation, be considered 
candidates for the office of deacon. 

Ques. III, How are the Elders elected, 
ordained and received ? 

Ans. By the annual or General Confer- 
ence. After a deacon has well discharged 
the duties of his office as an itinerant preach- 
er among us for twe years, he may be pre- 
sented to the conference in order to be 
elected to the office of Elder; and if he ob- 
tains a majority of votes, then he is to be 
duly ordained as such, 

Ques. [V.. How are the Presiding Elders 
elected and installed, and for what length 
of time? 

Ans. They shall be elected from among 
the elders, and be installed by the annual or 
General Conference, by a majority of votes, 
for a period not exceeding four years; not- 
withstanding they may be re-elected after 
four years, but not to serve in the same 
district, 

Ques. V. How are the Bishops elected and 
installed ? 

Ans. They shall be elected from among 
the delegates composing the General Confer- 
ence, by a majority of votes, for the term of 
four years; and if they prove to be faithful 
shepherds, live according to the word of God 
and the rules of our Discipline, in true god- 
liness, and if no other impediments render 
it impracticable’ they shall always be eligi- 
ble. 
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Our conferences are, 1, a Quarterly, 2. an 
Annual, and 3, a General Conference, 

The first is held quarterly on each charge; 
the second annually on each conference dist- 
rict; the third every four years for the whole 
Association. : 

Ques. What has every one in particular 
to observe at our conferences? 

Ans. 1. All deliberations, or whatsoever 
is transacted on these occasions, shall be 
conducted as immediately under the inspec- 
tion and in the presence of God, He that 
has to speak, let him speak the sentiments 
of his heart freely. And in all our conver- 
sation, in all our transactions, it must be 
our chief concern to set. God before our eyes. 

2, The intervals between the daily sessions 
shall be spent, as much as possible, in reli- 
gious exercises, by every one individually. 

3. In particular, to pray for one another, 
and to implore God by fervent prayer for 
general blessing upon all our transactions. 

4. Every time we meet in conference, the 
President shall read a portion of the Holy 
Scriptures; and the Secretary shall read the 
“General Rules and Directions for Preach- 
ers,”’ contained in our Church Discipline, 
one proposition after another, till the whole . 
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is read. After reading, prayer is to be made 
by the President, or some one appointed 
thereto. And at every adjournment, there 
shall also be public prayer offered. 

5. There shall be preaching every day 
during our sessions. 


SECTION I. 


Of the Quarterly Conferences, and their 
Transactions, 


Ques. Who are the members of the quar- 
terly canferences ? 

Ans. All the class—leaders, exhorters, 
stewards, local and itinerant preachers, who 
reside within the bounds of each quarterly 
conference, 

Ques. Who shall appoint the times and 
places of the quarterly conferences? 

Ans. The Presiding Elder shall appoint. 
the time on each charge of his district; but 
the preacher in charge shall appoint the 
place; and if there be no Presiding Elder 
present, or if the same neglect to give notice 
of the time, he shall also appoint the time. 

Ques, What are the transactions of a 
quarterly conference, and who shall be the 
president thereof? 

Ans. The Presiding E'der shall act as 
president of the quarterly conference of his 
district. If there be no Presiding Elder, 
then the preacher in charge shall take his 
place. The president shall choose a secretary 
who is to record correctly all the transac— 
tions of the conference, in a book kept for 
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that purpose, which shall be submitted to 
the next annual conference for inspection 
and examination, 

And then, 

1. Examine whether the class—leaders, ex— 
horters, stewards, and local preachers have 
been faithful, godly, and unblamable in 
their demeanor; and whether the persons 
intrusted to their care, conduct themselves 
faithfully and godly; especially they who 
haye come hither to celebrate the Lord’s Sup— 
per, so that these may, without giving of- 
fence, be permitted to commune with us. 

2. If charges are preferred, duly to in- 
vestigate and decide all contested matters by 
a majority of votes, agreeably to the direc— 
tions of our Church Discipline, 

3, In all cases, however, where circumstanc— 
es require that charges preferred against a 
person should be investigated by a commit— 
tee, such persons shall be prohibited from 
communion until the charges are thoroughly 
investigated at the proper place, and decided 
according to our Church Discipline, 

4, To examine candidates for the ministry, 
in reference to their moral character, their 
doctrinal views, and other abilities; and 
after a proper investigation according to the 
directions of our Church Discipline (see 
chap. I, section 7.) by a majority of votes 
recommend them tothe annual conference 
for license; also to examine and license ex— 
horters, if any are at hand, and elect stew- 
ards if necessary, 
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The conference shall be opened and closed 
by singing and prayer. 


SECTION ITI, 


Of the Annual Conferences, and their Trans— 
actions, 


Ques. Who are the members of the annual 
conferences? 


Ans, All itinerant preachers and those 
who have traveled, who by ordination stand 
in full connexion with our ministry. It is 
likewise the duty of all other itinerant 
preachers, as well as the stewards of the 
Printing and Book Establishment, to attend 
that conference to which they belong. 

Ques. Who shall appoint the times and 
places of the annual conferences ? 

Ans, The Bishop, together with the ma— 
jority of votes of the conferenee. But if 
there be no Bishop present, then shall each 
conference itself appoint the time and place 
of its session. 

Ques. What are the transactions of the 
annual conferences, and who shall be their 
president, 

Ans. At the annual conferences a Bishop 
shallact as president. If theré be no Bishop 
present, the conference shall elect one of the 
Presiding Elders. If none of them be pres— 
ent, then they may elect. an Elder. But be- 
fore such an election takes place, it is the 
duty of every member of conference, if he 
knows of any immoral deportment of any 
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preacher, to apprise conference of the fact ; 
for an immoral preacher shall not be ac— 
counted worthy to vote, much less shall he 
elected as president, - 

This election shall be by ballot, and the 
Elder who has the majority of votes shall 
officiate as president, and he shall choose a 
secretary who may, if necessary, add assist- 
ants, in order distinctly to record all ac— 
counts and transactions of the conference, 
which record shall be submitted to the next 
General Conference for inspection and ex- 
amination, 

The president and the Presiding Elders 
shall assign to the preachers their respective 
fields of labor, excepting the Presiding El- 
ders, whose districts shall be appointed to 
them by the conferences. 

No preacher shall be permitted to remain 
more than two years successively on one 
circuit, station, or mission; nor any Presid— 
ing Elder more than four years on one dis— 
trict, 

An itinerant preacher, who is considered, 
by two thirds of the members present at his 
annual conference, as unqualified for the 
itinerant ministry, either on account of defi- 
ciency in talent, or want of activity and 
diligence, shall receive no appointment from 
conference, but be located. A local preacher 
thus considered unqualified for his office, 
shall be deposed, 
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Order of Procedure. 


1. Each preacher shall, in his absence, 
be examined with regard to his moral and 
official conduct; and if charges be preferred, 
the defendant shall be granted a hearing in 
the presence of the conference. 

2. The transactions of the quarterly con— 
ferences shall be examined and decided, 

38. Have any of our preachers been de— 
posed ? ‘ 

4, Have any been expelled from Church? 

5, Have any located on account of bodily 
infirmities, during the past year? 

6, Have any located on account of family 
concerns, in the past yeant 

7. Who is this year to be considered as 
a@ supernumerary ? : 

8. Who are the superannuated or worn— 
out preachers ? 

9. Have any of our preachers died, in the 
past year ? 

10, Have ary of our preachers withdrawn 
from Church, in the past year? 

11. What are the statistics of this con— 
ference? : 

J. How many members have died during 
the past year? 

How many have been expelled ? 

How many have withdrawn from Church? 
How many have moved away ? 

What is the number of the newly con- 
verted ? 
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What is the number of newly received 
members ? 

How many have been received with certi- 
fiecates ? 

What is the whole number of full mem- 
bers ? 

What is the number of members on pro- 
bation? 

low many adults have been baptized? | 
How many infants have been baptized ? 
What is the number of itinerant preach- 
ers? 

What is the number of local preachers? 
How ran lyse edifices are there with- 
in the bound this conference? 

What is: their probable value? 

How many parsonages ? 

What is their probable value? 

What is the amount collected for superan- 
nuated preachers, and the widows and 
orphans of indigent preachers? 

What is the amount collected for the Mis- 
sionary Society ? 

What is the amount collected for the Sun- 
day.-School and Tract Union ? 

How many Sunday-schools? 

How many officers and teachers? 

How many scholars? 

How many volumes in the libraries? 
How many catechetical classes? 

How many catechumens? 
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12. What is the amount of contributions 
for the support of the preachers? 

13. How has this money been appropri+ 
ated ? 

14. Are there any applicants. for the 
ministry present? 

15. Who are the preachers that are wil- 
ling to travel this year, according to the di- 
rections of the conference and our Discipline, 
and what is their number? 

16. What is to be done in the missionary 
cause? — are there any new missions to be 
established, old ones to be discontinued, to 
be changed, or to be turned into circuits or 
stations ? eee 

17. Who are the Presiding Elders, and 
what is their number? 

18. Who are the Elders, and what is their 
number ? 

19. Who are the Deacons, and what is 
their number ? 

20. Who are the preachers on trial, and 
what is their number? 

21. Who are the preachers newly admit- 
ted on trial, and what is their number? 

22, Who are the local preachers ? — 1, 
Elders; 2. Deacons; 8. preachers on trial, 

23. How are the districts assigned to the 
Presiding Elders? 

24, How are the circuits, stations, and 
missions assigned to the preachers ? 

25; What is to be done with regard to 
higher school institutions, and the cause of 
education? 
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26. Have all the preachers received their 
licenses ? 

27. Where and when shall our next con— 
ference session be held? 

28. Have the preachers given their suc— 
cessors sufficient information, and written 
appointments of their fields of labor? 

29. Have the newly elected Deacons and 
Elders been ordained? 

30. Are there any manuscripts or books 
presented for publication ? 

81, Is there on other necessary business 
on hand? ‘ 

32, After the piostadings of this confer— 
ence have been correctly recorded, and 
signed by each member as a testimony of 
acquiescense and obedience as in the sight 
of God, then, after the conclusion, let every 
one cheerfully and in peace attend to his 
charge. 


cael III, 


Of the General Conference, and its Trans- 
_ actions. 


Ques. 1. Who are the members of the 
General Conference, and what is the order, 
and what the power of the same ? 

Ans, 1. The General Conference shall 
consist of one member for every ten mem— 
bers of each annual conference, who are to 
be elected from among the Elders, by the 
majority of votes of said annual conferences, 

2, The time and place of the General Con- 
ference shall be appointed by the Bishop or 
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Bishops, with the consent of the majority of 
the Conference; and if there be no Bishop 
present, the General Conference shall do it 
by a majority of votes, or the oldest annual 
conference who then shall give the other an— 
nual conferences due notice of the time and 
place, 

8, At the General. Conference a Bishop 
shall preside; but if there be no Bishop pres- 
ent, then the president shall be elected in 
manner as at the annual conferences. 
'wo-thirds of the aggregate number of 








4 elegate, shall constitute a quorum, 


* 4, The General Conference shal have 
power to make rules and arrangements for 
our Church, under thefollowing restrictions : 

(1) The General Conference shall have 
no power to alter, detract from, or add to 
any of our Articles of Faith; except with 
regard to the governments of other nations. 

(2.) It shall have no power to alter any 
rules or forms of our Church Discipline (the 
rules of our temporal economy being ex— 
cepted): unless such alterations are previ- 
‘ously recommended by two-thirds of the 
members ofall the annual conferences, who 
may. be presentat the sessions of the same; 
whereupon the General Conference shall 
have power, by a majority of three-fourths 
of their s, to alter any of our rules or 
forms, excepting the Articles of Faith. 1t 
shall also have power, by three-fourths of 
its votes, to recommend to the annual con— 
ferences an alteration of any one of said 
rules orforms; and after such an alteration 

beady 
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shall have been approved by two-thirds of 
the members present at the sessions of all 
the annual conferences, it shall hy our Bish— 
ops be declared a law aid introduced as such 
into our Church Discipline. 

5, The General Conference is the supreme 
eourt of law in the Church, it shall decide 


upon the legality of all acts of annual con-"*. 


ferences, and upon all such cases as may 
arise between the annual conferences, and 
such as may arise between any incorporated 
society of the Church and its officers, or any 
annual conference; and in its judicial ca— 
pacity it shall decide, render verdict, and 
declare judgment only on such cases as are 
lawfully brought before it for adjudication, 

It shall have power to make such rules 
and regulations as will enable it to execute 
the powers conferred upon it, 

6, The General Conference shall in all 
cases of appeal by any member ofan annual 
conference who has been censured, sus— 
pended, excluded, or located without his 
consent, grant a hearing and inv agi 
the same through a committee of n a 
than nine members of its own body, and! 
more than one of each delegation, as confer— 
ence may direct, which committee shall have 
one of the bishops for their president, and 
one of the secretaries of conference as their 
clerk, the decision of which shall be final in 
all such cases, — All papers and documents 
which may be submitted to this committee, 
together with their record, shall be handed 
over to conference to be preseng p with the 
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papers to be preserved with the papers and 
documents of the same. 


Order of Procedure, 


1. Who are the delegates, and what is 
their number? 

2. Let the conduct of the Bishops and the 
delegates be investigated, 

3. Have the Bishops delivered their ad- 
dress to the conference? 

4. What are the summary statistics of 
our Church ? 

5. Have the transactions of the annual 
conferences been examined and decided ? 

6. Are there any recommendations from 
the annual conferences to this conference 
with regard to the rules, formulas, and re- 
gulations of our church on hand? 

7. Is there anything necessary to be done 
with regard to the rules and regulations of 
the temporal economy of our Church? 

8. -How are the annual conference dis- 
tricts arranged. and how are they named? 

he What books are to be published? And 

at is the report concerning the Book Es- 
tablishment, and the publication of booksin 
general? 

10. Who are the Bishops? Have any been 
newly elected ? 

11. Are the officers of the Book Estab- 
lishment as: General Book Steward, Editors, 
&e., together with the Board of Publication, 
elected ? 

12. What is to be done in the missionary 
cause ? there any preachers present who 
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may as missionaries be sent abroad, where 
the pure doctrine of the Lord Jesus Christ 
is yet unknown ? 

13. Is the, Corresponding Secretary of 
the Missionary Society elected ? 

14. Whatis to be done in the Sunday- 
school and Tract cause? 

15. What is to be done with regard to 
higher school institutions ? 

16. Have the Bishops received. their li- 
censes ? 

17. Is there any other business on hand ? 

°18. Where and when shall the next Gen- 
eral Conference be held? 

19,, After the proceedings of this confer- 
ence have been correctly recorded, and 
signed by each member as a sign of acqui- 
escence and obedience, as in the sight of 
God, then, after the conclusion, let every 
one ‘cheerfully and in peace attend to his 
charge. 


SECTION IV. 


Of the special Duties of the Preachers in the 
Discharge of their official Duties, according 
to their Stations and Degree of Order, 


Ques. What are the special duties of lo- 
cal preachers ? 

Ans. 1, Topreach at least once every 
Sabbath, unless they be also engaged as 
class- eaders. 

2. They shall exert themselves to pro-— 
cure new preaching-places, and attend to 
them faithfully and diligently; and acquaint 

4 
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the people with our Church Discipline, at 
their places of appointment;- and wherever 
the Lord blesses their labor in awakening 
and converting souls, they shall, if practi- 
cable, unite the people, form them into 
classes, and thus introduce them into the 
circuit, station, or mission, 

8. When and wherever they are called 
upon, in or out of the Church, to preach 
funeral sermons, they shall do it cordially, 
and never refuse, except there be some un— 
avoidable hindrance to prevent them. 

4, Likewise visit the sick, and assist the 
poor and indigent. ; 

Ques. What other duties devolve upon a 
a local ordained deacon ? 

Ans. 1. Where it is necessary, to bap— 
tize, to assist in administering the Lord’s 
Supper; and to perform marriage cere— 
monies. : 

2. Of him it is especially required, above 
other local preachers, in case of necessity 
to fill the appointments of an itinerant 
preacher, 

3. To give the Church a good example of 
charitableness, and to instruct all in this 
duty, by exhortation and preaching: to do 
works of charity and mercy to those who 
are without, and especially to the household 
of God. Let him not be negligent in this 
duty, in particular, 

Ques. What are the special duties of a 
traveling preacher on trial, or in the office 
of a Deacon, or an Elder? 
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Ans 1, To preach and travel as much as 
' possible on his appointed field of labor, and 
never to neglect an appointment; and not 
omit holding class examination at least four 
times a year, in each class, 

2. To see that our Church Discipline be 
observed in every respect, on his charge. 

8. When there are no stewards appoint— 
ed, to appoint quarterly contributions and 
note them in the class-leader’s book, that 
the class-leader may duly collect them; and 
where there is no class-leader or steward, he 
shall collect them himself. Always ap-— 
point the Friday preceding the quarterly or 
general meeting, as a special day for fasting 
and prayer; and also endeavor to convince 
the friends of their duty to fast, to pray, 
and to give alms, 

4. To visit the families, the sick, and the 
prisoners; the poor and forsaken are by no 
means to be neglected by him. He is to as- 
sist them as to body and soul; and by ex- 
ample and exhortation induce others thereto, 
He shall, at every visit, if possible, have 
prayer, recommend godliness, economy and 
cleanliness, and exhort them to be peaceable, 
and to live in union and love; and he is not 
to neglect the instruction of children. 

5. To form classes wherever the Lord 
effects awakening, conviction, or conver— 
sion, by our labors. The reception of new 
members shall, wherever practicable, be 
conducted as follows: 

The preacher shall announce some time 
previously, at which meeting an opportunity 


cox 
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for the admission of new members is to be 
given, and invite, publicly and privately, 
such persons as manifest an earnest de— 
sire to flee from the wrath to come, to attend, 
At the meeting, the services shall be so ar- 
ranged that sufficient time remains to pro- 
ceed with due solemnity and order. Then 
shall the General Rules of our Church be 
be read before the congregation and then 
an invitation be given to those who wish to 
unite with us, to come forward and present 
themselves before the preacher, who shall 
proceed to examine them as follows: 

Are you fully determined to renounce 
every sin, and to seek redemption in Christ, 
and in observing our General Rules, to live 
according to the word of God, and to con- 
tinue steadfast in godliness until death? 
Are you determined by the grace of God to 
do so, Answer loud, Ves, If he finds this 
determination with them,-let him receive 
them, if there be no objection raised. Whilst 
the preacher writes down their names, some 
suitable verses may be sung, after which the 
names shall be read aloud, and the congre- 
gation be dismissed with an appropriate 
exhortation and the benediction, 

6. To read the GENERAL RULES of our 
church, or cause them to he read publicly, at 
least four times a year, in each class, And 
they shall be read especially when admit- 
ting new members. 

T. The good advice and admonitions of 
his brethren he shall receive with reverence, 
as a faithful son of the Gospel. 
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Ques. What other duties devolve upon 
those to whom is intrusted the charge of a 
circuit, station, or mission ? 

Ans, Although a preacher in charge is 
bound, in a special manner, above all oth- 
ers, to observe all that is contained in the 
preceding seven articles, concerning the du- 
ties of traveling preachers; yet upon him 
devolve also the following additional duties: 

1. He shall see that the other preachers 
on his field of labor conduct themselves 
well, and that they lack in nothing, 

2. It devolves upon him, with the con- 
sent of the majority of the class, to appoint 
or to change class-leaders and exhorters, 
and renew the class-books; and to keep a 
general church register, and accurately re- 
cord therein the names of our members on 
his circuit, each class and each family to- 
gether, and shall accurately prepare the 
statistics, as indicated by the rules govern— 
ing the annual conference procedure, and 
all other important occurrences which it 
may be useful to his successor in office to 
know; and hand themin at the annual 
conference to the president, Wecter with 
the appointments. 

8. According to the direction of our Dis- 
cipline, he shall admit, examine, put back 
on trial, or exclude members, as the case 
may require. 

4. He shall endeavor, wherever practica— 
- ble, to establish and to further Sabbath— 
schools, and impart catechetical instructions 
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5. He shall see that the society be duly 
supplied with such books as may be recom— 
mended by our General and annual confer— 
ences. 

6. Wherever on his field of labor the 
erection of church edifices becomes specially 
necessary, and there are prospects at hand 
that they can be erected by voluntary con— 
tributions, it is his duty to see that the work 
be properly commenced and executed. 

7. He shall frequently peruse these rules 
of duty, in order that he and his colleague 
may strictly observe them; and especially 
invoke God for grace to practice them with 
delight, for the Lord’s sake. 

8. In all important matters he shall so— 
licit the advice of his brethren in office, and 
especially that of the Presiding Elder; and 
give the latter information respecting the 
condition of his field of labor, and the ad— 
ministration of his office; and, if he is an 
ordained preacher, he shall assist the Pre— 
siding Elder in administering the Lord’s 
Supper, if necessary, He shall also bap— 
tize, according to the word of God, and per— 
form the ceremonies of marriage, if called 
upon; in this, however, heis to regulate 
himself agreeably to the laws of the State 
in which he executes the religious func— 
tion. 

9, He shall not give liberty to a preach— 
er that is not regularly licensed to preach 
publicly, 

Ques. What is the special duty of a Pre~ 
siding Elder? 
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Ans, 1. Totravel and preach in the dis- 
trict assigned him. 

2. To preside over all the churches of 
of his district, over the class—leaders, ex— 
horters, local and itinerant preachers, dea— 
cons and elders. 

3. In case of necessity, he has the power 
in the interval of the annual conferences, 
to change or transfer preachers, to receive 
preachers on trial, and to remove immoral 
ones, within the bounds of his district, ac— 
cording to the direction of our Church Dis— 
cipline. 

4. He shall take heed not to be remiss in 
attending to his appointed meetings, and in 
holding quarterly conferences; and at his 
discretion, he shall appoint and hold camp— 
meetings, preach and exhort, according to 
ability, and ever be intent to set his breth- 
ren in office a good example in all godliness. 

5. He shall take special care that our 
Discipline be inculcated in all its parts, 
within the bounds of his district. 

6. He has the superintendence of all the 
churches within the bounds of his district, 

7. He shall give the Bishop information 
of the state and condition of his district, by 
letter in his absence, and when he is on his 
district, he shall meet him, if practicable, 
wherever he may desire his presence, 

Ques. Which are the special duties of a 
Bishop? 

Ans. 1. To preside at our conferences, 

2. He shall, with the assistance of the 
Presiding Elders, assign the preachers their 
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respective fields of labor, at the annual con- 
ferences, 

8. In the interval of conferences he has 
the power to change, if necessary, Presiding 
Elders from their districts, with the consent 
of the majority of the superintending 
preachers on such districts; and to change 
preachers from one district to another, with 
the consent of the Presiding Elders of such 
districts, and from one conference district 
to another, with the consent of such preach- 
ers and the conferences to which they are 
transferred, He also has power to receive 
preachers on trial, and to depose or expel 
disorderly ones, according to the directions 
of our Discipline. 

4, He is to travel through all the confer- 
ence districts and parts of the Evangelical 
Association at large. 

5, He has to oversee the spiritual and 
temporal concerns of our church in general, 
and to take care that everything be done 
according to the word of Ged. 

6. It devolves upon him to perform ie 
ceremony of ordination, 

7. He shall always, previously to gah 
annual conference, project a plan for the 
arrangement of the circuits and. districts, 
and the stationing of the preachers for the 
ensuing year; and likewise, before the ses— 
sion of General Conference, a divisional 
scheme of the respective conference bounds. 

9. At every session of the General Con- 
ference he shall, in union with his official 
colleagues, deliver a message embracing his 
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views concerning the general state of the 
Church. 

9. Moreover, it is incumbent upon him 
to observe the whole of our Discipline, in 
his official functions; and, according to the 
word of God, to watch faithfully over the 
flock of Christ, feeding them with whole- 
some doctrine, ‘and guiding them with strict 
discipline, 


SECTION V. 


General Rules and Directions for our 
Preachers. 


DIRECTION. FIRST. 


1. A preacher among us must know God 
as a forgiving Father; and be able to infer, 
from the following criterions, the certainty 

of the pardon of his own sins; namely: 

By peace with God, through our Lord Je- 
sus Christ. 

By the witness of the Spirit of God, given 
to his spirit, that he isa child of God. 

By the love of God being in some measure 
shed abroad in his heart, 

2. He should be in such a state of grace 
that no sin whatever has dominion over 
him, neither externally nor internally; and 
should this not be the case with him, that 
he strive, without delay, to become a par-— 
taker of perfect love: otherwise he cannot 
abide as a true Christian, much less as a 
teacher. 

8. He is to observe our general rules, and 
lead a life according to the word of God. 
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4, Heis to make himself acquainted with 
the doctrines of our faith: believe, observe, 
and vindicate them by a becoming manner 
of life and conduct, preaching and exhorta— 
tion, 

5, He shall preach neither too long, nor 
with unabated loudness, 

6. Introduce fasting and abstinence into 
the Church by his own example, and exhort 

thereto in a becoming manner, 

7. Properly instruct the children in our 
churches, in private conversation with them, 
as well as by regular catechetical instruc— 
tions, 

8... Visit the sick and prisoners, and as— 
sist the needy. 

9. Hod class-meetings, examining the 
people in a becoming manner, and giving 
them instructions concerning the salvation 
of their souls. 


DIRECTION SECOND. 


Ques. What direction, above all, should 
a preacher among us observe ? 

Ans. 1, That he be diligent, and never 
unemployed; never be engaged in unim— 
portant matters; never trifle away his time, 
nor waste it at any place with unnecessary 
things. 

2. Be ever serious. Let his motto be: 
“Holiness to the Lord.” Avoid levity, jesting, 
and foolish talking. 

8. Be discreet in conversation, circum— 
spect in his interviews with the female sex, 
and sedate in his demeanor, 
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4, Tie shall not be allowed to enter into 
marriage, during the time of his probation, 
5. Let him first consult his elder brethren 
in office, before he takes any step toward 
marriage. 

6. That he ever be disinclined to credit 
accusations, unless they are duly authenti- 
cated. Let him be cautious in believing 
what he has not personally witnessed; and 
let him construe everything in the best - 
light, as far as may be consistent with 
truth. As is known, the judge is always 
presumed to be on the side of the accused. 

7. That he speak evil of none; for the 
word of a calumniator, especially if he be a 
preacher, eats as doth a canker. Whatever 
he may think of one, let him keep it in his 
own breast, till he reveals it to the one con— 
cerned. 

8. That he tell every one under his care, 
in love and with plainness, what he thinks 
wrong in his conduct and temper; and that 
without delay, as soon as convenient, else it 
will begin to fester in his heart. Let him 
make all haste to cast out this burning fire. 

9, That he avoid all. affectation. A 
preacher of the Gospel is the servant of all. 

10. That he be ashamed of nothing but 
s1n, 

11. That he be punctual. That he do 
every thing in its proper time, It does not 
become him to amend our rules, but to ob- 
serve them; not merely on account of the 
fear of being reprimanded, but for con- 
science’ sake. 
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12. His whole business is, to strive to 
save souls. Let him be wholly devoted to 
this: let him spend and be spent in this 
work, He is to visit not only those who 
need it most, but all that stand in need 
of it, 

Let him observe that his business does 
not consist in preaching so and so often, and 
to take care of this or that society, nay, but 
to save as many souls as he can, that he 
bring as many sinners to repentance as 
possible; and with all his power excite 
them to, and build them up in, that holiness 
without which none can see the Lord. Let 
him be ever mindful that a faithful minister 
must observe every point, great and small, 
in the Discipline. It will, therefore, be nec- 
essary for him to exercise all the judgment 
and gifts of grace, which he may possess. 

13, That he act in all things, not accord- 
ing to his self-conceit, but_as a son of the 
Gospel. As such, it is his duty to employ 
his time, according to this direction, in 
preaching, teaching, house-visiting, prayer, 
and meditation. If by any means he expects 
to be a laborer with us-in the vineyard of 
the Lord, it is necessary that he should do 
that part of the work which may beassigned 
him, and then and there, as it may be judged 
most contributory to the glory of God. 

14, Above all, it is the duty of a preach- 
er, as far as the societies are intrusted to 
him, that he take care of them, and that he 
edify them with all diligence, fidelity and 
circumspection, with all the ability given 
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him of God; and that he be ever mindful 
that he has been called and duly ordained 
to serve the Church of God, and not to lord 
over God’s heritage, but to be a sample to the 
flock of Christ. 


DIRECTION THIRD. 


Ques. What means must we use to be qual- 
ified to do the work of the Lord? 

Ans, 1, Above all, keep close to God in 
prayer and supplication, for and with one 
another. 

2, Love each other heartily, and daily 
draw closer the bond of love and unity. 

8. Put our trust in God. 

4, Always set God before our eyes, 

5. Watch over each other in love, and as 
often as we meet, remind each other in love 
of our bounden duties. 

6. Exercise ourselves in fasting, as much 
as our health and calling admit; and ob- 
serve temperance at all times, 

7, Under no pretext whatever drink spir- 
ituous liquors; except it be necessary as a 
medicine. 

‘8, Not sleep too long in the morning. 
Let us never forget that it,is our duty to be 
early engaged in prayer. Let us be awake 
and employed at least sixteen hours out of 
twenty-four: so shall we be the better quali- 
fied to do the work of the Lord, 

9. Take up our cross daily, be it ever so 
pressing, as from the hand of the Lord; with 
a view of profiting thereby, and of becoming 
ensampies to others. 
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10. Whenever practicable, observe an 
hour of retirement in the morning and eyen- 
ing, in the employment of secret prayer and 
meditation on the word of God. 

11. Steadfastly and diligently, with care 
and attention, read and search the Scrip- 
tures, with feryent prayer before and after 
reading, for our own edification; endeavor- 
ing, forthwith to put in practice what we 
have read. 

Be assured, if we seriously attend to the 
afore-mentioned duties, for the glory of God 
and for Christ's sake, that God will grant us 
more and more grace, to discharge the du- 
ties of faithful. Gospel ministers, Let us, 
therefore, continue in prayer for grace and 
gifts; for all our sufficiency is from Him 
who is the Giver of every good and perfect 
gift, 


DIRECTION FOURTH. 


Ques. 1. What is the best general method 
to be adopted, in order to do the work of the 
Lord? f 

Ans. 1. By exhortation and preaching, 
to show the sinner the sinfulness of his con- 
dition, and to convince him of the necessity 
of grace. : 

2. To point out Christ as the fountain of 
grace, and to invite the sinner to accept of 
him through faith. 


8. To build up the edifice of holiness on 
such a well laid foundation, and to do this 
in every sermon. 
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Ques. 2, What is the most effectual way 
to preach Christ ? 

Ans, 2. The best and most effectual way 
to preach Christ, is: 

1. To preach him in all his offices. 

2. To declare his Law as well as his Gos- 
pel, both to believers and unbelievers; and 
to insist on inward and outward holiness, 
This be our steady aim and firm endeavor, 
thus to teach powerfully and soundly, 

8. Let us humble ourselves before God, 
and choose the plainest text that presents 
itself, and meditating upon it, pray God in 
secret for grace to offer Christ, as shown in 
the two answers above, and to adapt the ser- 
mon to the circumstances and capacity of 
the audience, 
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Ques. What may further be expedient, to 
do the work of the Lord? 

Ans. J, That our deportment be, upon 
the whole, serious, weighty, and solemn, 

2. Never to dissappoint a congregation, 
and to begin at the hour appointed. 

3. Not to dress haughtily, but decently, 
cleanly, and becomingly. 

4. To contract no debts, if unable to pay 
them. 

5. To be true to our trust, and perform 
our promises. 
’ 6, Duly to instruct the societies in singing 
and praying. 

7.. To open and close the meetings in a 
proper manner, 
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8. To seek entrance for the spread of the 
knowledge of God, by prayer and supplica- 
tion to Him for open hearts and doors; and 
to improve the talents, gifts and knowledge, 
which God has imparted to us, to spread his 
work abroad; especially where vital religion 
and Christian Discipline are yet unknown. 
Finally, our Ministry shall avail itself of 
such means as God points out in his word, 
through which his Church may be edified, 
and kept in the union of faith: such as, 
preaching, exhorting, and visiting from 
house to house; class-examination ; reproy- 
ing sin, by word and deed; admitting mem- 
bers; putting back on trial or. expelling 
them, as the case may require, according to 
the word of God, and the directions of our 
Discipline, 

Eyery minister of our Church must have a 
license, either written or printed, plainly 
stating how far he is empowered by our con- 
‘ference, in his official functions; which 
license must be signed by the chairman and 
secretary of one of our annual conferences, 
The licenses of the Bishops are to be re- 
newed at every session of General Confer- 
ence, and signed by the chairman and sec- 
retary. 

9, He that desires to be useful in the vine- 
yard of the Lord, must be fervent in pray- 
er, love his brethren and sisters cordially, 
and pray much for himself and them in se- 
cret, 


ae 
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- SECTION VI. 
Of the Doctrine of Christian Perfection, 


How we may attain to true Holiness of Heart 
even in this Life. 

The Lord Jesus expressly saith, Mat. v, 
48., Be ye therefore perfect, even as your 
Father who is in heaven is perfect. And the 
Apostle Paul exhorts, 1.,Thess. v, 16—18, 
Rejoice evermore; pray without ceasing; in 
every thing give thanks: for this is the will of 
God in Christ Jesus concerning you. 

He that would fully comply with these ex- 
hortations at all times, must be wholly re- 
signed to the willof God; consequently all 
self-will and selfishness must be perfectly 
subdued: he must bear* every thing that 
may befall him, as from the hand of the 
Lord, or’he can not meet every adversity 
with acquiescence and resignation, much 
less with gratitude; he must stand upon his 
guard so firmly and immovably, that he can 
parry, and gain the victory over, any temp 
tation the moment that it may présent itself, 
without yielding more or less, either volun- 
tarily or negligently, as it docs sometimes 
happen with weak Christians. If his rest, 
peace, and joy in God, are no more interrup- 
ted by any of the like vicissitudes or occur- 
rences, he must indeed be firmly rooted and 
grounded in God; and ofa truth, he must 
love God with all his heart, with all his 
mind, and with all his strength: sin has, as 
it were, lost all its power against. such a 
one, he being surrounded by the love of 
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God as with a wall of fire. The flesh, the 
world, and Satan, are under his feet, and he 
rules over his enemies; yet — and 
not slumbering. 

This is the state which the Evangelical 
Association understands by CHRISTIAN PER- 
FECTION, 

That such a state is attainable even in this 
life, is very evident; yea from this we learn 
that it is every Christian’s bounden duty to 
strive thereafter, for Christ and all his 
Apostles, without exception, exhort thereto. 
And how can he be a Christian, who does 
not desire to submit wholly to God, and to 
love him in truth, with all his heart, with 
all his soul, and with all his strength ? 

By experience we are fully persuaded, 
that such a state is attainable, and has been 
attained by many who have happily perse-~ 
vered therein for many years, even to the 
end of their days. Many others had attained 
it. but for want of watchfulness lost it again, 
This we also have learned by sad experience. 
But experience has likewise taught that this 
blessed state, after it has been lost through 
negligence, may again~be—attained by the 
grace of God, and that a person may finally, 
after having been as a reed shaken by the 
wind, become as a firm and immovable pil- 
lar in the temple of God. 

With many others this work has never 
come to that perfect clearness: a great de- 
gree of grace had indeed been discovered, 
yet there were also infirmities at the same 
time discernible, which could not be proper- 
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ly distinguished by those who look upon ex- 
ternals only, whether these were but invol- 
untary, natural infirmities, or slighter 
voluntary deviations and overcomings of 
sin. 

Experience has moreover taught that, or- 
dinarily, this state of Christian perfection 
is attained gradually, by an upright course 
of life in following the Lamb; however, un- 
der this gradation, this work is perfected in 
the soul, sooner or later, by a sudden and 
powerful influence of grace and outpouring 
of the Divine Spirit. Those who have actu- 
ally experienced it, describe this effusion of 
the divine life as being similar to the grace 
of justification, yet far exceediug the same, 
This grace is therefore called saNnctTirica- 
TION. 

This sanctification is the basis of Chris- 
tian perfection. By it, God writes his law 
of love with quickening power in the heart, 
according to his precious and faithful prom- 
ise. 

Notwithstanding, as all created beings 
will ever remain finite and circumscribed, 
and, according to the nature thereof, are at 
all times and forever less than God himself; 
the most perfect man or angel will forever 
be inferior to God, though he become a par- 
taker of the divine nature by justification, 
and through sanctification be much more as- 
similated to the Divine Being: therefore, 
he may, after having attained to this degree 
of sanctification, grow and increase yet 
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more and more in grace, and proceed from 
one degree of glory to another. 

And where this progression should be 
brought to a point, is not to be conceived ; 
rather may we suppose a continual advance- 
ment and progression to all eternity. Nev- 
ertheless, the happiest spirit will ever re- 
main endlessly inferior to God himself, 

Secondly: what is further to be considered 
here, is, that sanctifying grace does not take 
away the natural infirmities of man; yea, it 
does not even cover them; but, on the other 
hand, it sometimes manifests and exposes 
them the more, Such are, a weakly and 
morbid body, weakness of understanding, of 
memory, of judgment, and of the mind. 
Therefore such an individual may be im- 
posed upon by false appearances, and 
through a misdirected judgment think more 
highly or derogatively of other persons than 
they really deserve; be indistinct, yea, con- 
fused in expression; give unfit advice; and 
through all kinds of such weaknesses, which 
God never beholds or imputes as willful sins, 
he may render himself exceptionable and 
ridiculous before a witty-world, Sucha one 
should, therefore, never refuse to receive in- 
struction and good counsel from others who 
do not possess the same degree of grace with 
him, as far as he sees that God designs to 
instruct him in this way. 

Thus much has been deemed necessary to 
be added here, to prevent a misunderstan- 
ding of the matter, and to enable the reader 
to see this doctrine ina clear light, and to 
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form just conceptions thereof. Whereupon 
the Evangelical Association further de- 
clares : : 

Let us, then, seriously and explicitly ad- 
monish all believers, ardently to strive for 
Christian perfection. And, in order that 
we may teach one and the same thing on 
this point, let us decide, once for all, wheth- 
er we shall continue or give up this doctrine. 
We are all unanimous, to defend and main- 
tain it: understanding by it now, as at all 
times before, nothing more than a total de- 
liverance from all sin, inthe proper sense of 
the word, by means of the love of God being 
shed abroad in our heart influencing and 
actuating the same, 

Some indeed say: ‘This cannot be attain- 
ed, till we have passed through purgatory.” 
Others say: ‘‘No, this is accomplished at the 
moment when body and soul are separated.” 
But others say: ‘‘We can attain this before 
we die; one minute afterward is too late,” 
We are unanimous that we may be redeemed 
from all sin long before we die; thatis, from 
all evil affections and desires, Thus the main 
point remains settled. 

Now, the next inquiry is: Is this happy 
change wrought gradually or instantaneous- 
ly? Both take place, one as well. as the 
other, Shall we, then, insist upon one as 
well as the other, in our preaching? We 
must certainly insist upon a gradual change, 
and this zealously and continually, And 
have we not equally as good reasons to in- 
sist upon an instantaneous change, wrought 
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by the effusion of grace in an instant? If 
we can expect such a blessed change, should 
we not earnestly exhort all believers to seek 
it? And the more so, because the more 
earnestly this instantaneous work of grace 
is sought, the more it is longed for, the 
quicker and the more steadfastly the gradual 
work of grace in the soul will progress. The 
more they are concerned about such @ 
change, the more punctual will they be in 
observing the divine ordinances; whereas, 
on the other hand, the contrary may be ob- 
served in all those who are not expecting this 
work of grace, They are blessed in hope, 
and become so through this hope and expec- 
tation of a total change, by gradually grow- 
ing in grace. But where this hope falls 
away, the work of grace begins to stagnate, 
if it does not apparently decrease, There- 
fore, whosoever is concerned to promote the 
gradual growth in grace, should encourage 
believers in the hope of such an immediate 
influence of grave. 


ORDINATION OF DEACONS, 71 


Cet AYPrTER LEE 


FORM AND MANNER OF ORDAINING 
DEACONS AND ELDERS. 


SECTION T. 
Form and Manner of Ordaining Deacons, 


On the day appointed for the ordination, 
there shall be a sermon or exhortation deliver- 
ed, in which the office and the duties of Dea- 
cons are to be explained. 


After which, one of the Elders shall present 
unto the Bishop the persons to be ordained 
Deacons, and their names being read aloud, 
the Bishop shall say unto those present : 
Brethren—lIf there be any one among you, 

who knoweth of any crime or impediment 
concerning any one of these persons pre- 
sented to be ordained Deacons, for the which 
he ought not to be admitted to this office, let 
him come forth in the name of God, and 
make known such crime or impediment, 

(If any crime or impediment be objected, the 
Bishop shall defer the ordination of that per- 
son, until such time as the accused shall be 
found clear of that crime.) 


PRAYER AT THE ORDINATION OF DEACONS. 

Almighty God, who by thy Divine Provi- 
dence hast appointed divers orders of minis- 
ters in thy Church, and didst inspire thy 
apostles to choose into the order of Deacons 
thy first martyr, St. Stephen, with many 
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others; do thou mercifully look upon these 
thy servants, who are called to the like office 
and administration, and replenish them so 
with the truth of thy doctrine, and adorn 
them with innotency of life, that both by 
word and good example, they may faithfully 
serve thee in this office, to the glory of thy 
name, and the edification of thy Church, 
through the merits of thy beloved Son, our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Thou who 
art the Giver of every good and perfect gift, 
hast been pleased, according to thy great 
goodness, to take these thy servants into the 
office of Deacons, in thy Church; we beseech 
thee, grant them humility, discretion and 
steadfastness, in the faithful discharge of 
their ministration, and give them a ready 
will to observe all spiritual discipline; that 
they may always have the testimony of a 
good conscience, and in continuing ever sta- 
ble and strong in thy Son Christ Jesus, may 
so conduct themselves in this inferior office, 
that they may be found worthy to be called 
into the higher offices of thy Church. Assist 
us, O Lord, with thy most gracious favor, and 
further us with thy continual help; that in 
all our works begun, continued, and ended 
in thee, we may glorify thy holy name, and 
finally, by thy mercy, obtain everlasting life 
through Jesus Christ, Amen, 


Then the following shall be read, 1 Timothy 
iii: 8—13. 


“Likewise must the Deacons be grave, not 
double-tongued, not given to much wine, not 
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greedy of filthy lucre; holding the mystery 

of the faith in a pure conscience. And let 

these also first be proved; then let them use 
the office of a Deacon, being found blameless. 

Even so must their wives be grave, not slan- 

derers, sober, faithful in allthings. Let the 

Deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling 

their children and their own houses well. 

For they that have used the office of a Dea- 

con well, purchase to themselves‘a good de- 

gree, and great boldness i in the ne, which 
is in Christ Jesus.” 

Then shall the Bishop, in the presence of those 
assembled, examine every one who is to be 
ordained, after the following manner: 

Have you the confidence that you are in- 
wardly moved by the Holy Ghost to take up- 
on you the office of a minister, to serve God 
to the glory of his name, and to the edifica- 
tion of his Church? 

Ans.—I have this confidence. 

The Bishop.—Do you unfeignedly believe 
all the canonical books of the Old and New 

Testaments ? 

_ Ans.—I do believe them, 

The Bishop.—Will you diligently read and 
expound them unto the people whom you 
shall be appointed to serve ? 

Angs.—I will, 

The Bishop.—It appertaineth to the office 
of a Deacon to assist the Elder in divine ser- 
vice; and especially when he administers the 
holy communion, to help him in the distribu- 
tion thereof, and to read and expound the 
Holy Scriptures; to instruct the youth; and, 
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n the absence of the Elder, to baptize. And 
furthermore, it is his office to search for the 
sick, the poor, and the impotent, that they 
may be visited and relieved. Will you do 
this gladly and willingly ? 

Ans.—lI will do so by the help of God. 

The Bishop,—-Will you use all diligence to 
frame and fashion your own life, and the 
lives of your family, according to the doc- 
trine of Christ, and make both yourself, as 
well as your family, wholesome examples to 
the flock of Christ ? 

Ans —I will do so, the Lord being my 
helper. 

The Bishop.—Will you reverently obey 
them to whom the charge over you is com- 
mitted, following with a glad and willing 
heart their good admonitions ? 

Ans,—I will endeavor soto do, God being 
my helper. 

Yhen the Bishop, laying his hands severally 
upon the head of every one of them, shall 
® say: 

Take thou authority to execute the office 
of a Deacon in the Church of God. 

' Then shall the Bishop deliver to every one of 
them the Holy Bible, saying: 

Take thou authority to preach and expound 
the word of God in the Church of Christ. 
Then one of them appointed by the Bishop 

shall read this portion of the Gospel, Luke 

xii : 35-38. 

“Let your loins be girded about, and your 
lights burning; and ye yourselves like unto 
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men that wait for their lord, when he will 
return from the wedding: that, when he 
cometh and knocketh, they may open unto 

him immediately. Blessed are those ser- 
vants, whom the Lord when he cometh shall 
find watching. Verily I say unto you, that 
he shall gird himself, and make them to sit 
down to meat, and will come forth and serve 
them. And if he shall come in the second 
watch, or come in the third watch, and find 
them so, blessed are those servants.” 


Then shall the Bishop pronounce the following 
benediction, saying the Lord’s prayer and 
and praying extempore as he may deem ex- 
pedient: 

The peace of God which passeth all under- 
standing, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord. And the blessing of 
God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost, be among you, and remain with 
you always, Amen, 


Form and Manner of Ordaining Eiders, 


On the day appointed for this ordination, 
there shall be a sermon or exhortation deliy- 
ered, declaring the duty and office of such as 
come to be admitted Elders ; together with the 
necessity of such an order in the Church of 
Christ ; and also how the believers ought prop- 
erly to esteem them in their office. ; 


After which one of the Elders shall present 
unto the Bishop all who are to be ordained 
Elders, and say : 

I present to you these persons present to 
be ordained Elders. 
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Then, their names being read aloud, the Bishop 
shall address those present: 

Brethren—These are the persons whom we 
purpose, God willing, this day to ordain El- 
ders. For after due examination we find 
naught to the contrary, but that they are 
Jawfully called to this function and ministry, 
and that they are persons meet for the same, 
But if there be any of you, who knoweth of _ 
any crime or impediment for the which one 
or the other of the persons present ought not 
to be admitted to this office, let him come 
forth in the name of God, and state what 
such crime or impediment is. ‘ 

(If any crime or impediment be objected, 
then shall the persons concerned not be ordain- 


ott ed till the innocence of the accused be mani- 
fested.) 


PRAYER AT THE ORDINATION OF ELDERS, 


Almighty God, Giver of all good things, 
who by thy Holy Spirit has.appointed divers 
ministers and ministerial orders in thy 
Church, mercifully behold these thy servants 
now called to the office of Elders, and re- 
plenish them so with the truth of thy doc- 
trine, and adorn them with innocency of 
life, that both by word and good example 
they may faithfully serve thee in this office, 
to the glory of thy name, and the edification 
of thy Church. Thou who, of thy infinite 
love and goodness toward us, hast given to 
us thy beloved Son Jesus Christ to be our 
. Redeemer and Author of eternal life—who, 
# A ae ee 3 
~ after he had made perfect our redemption by 

~ his death, and had ascended into’ heaven, 


a 
> 
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sent forth into the world his prophets, his 
apostles, evangelists and pastors, by whose 
labor and ministry he gathered a great flock 
in all parts of the world, to the honor and 
eternal praise of thy holy name: for this thy 
great goodness and mercy, and for that theu 
hast vouchsafed to call these thy servants 
here present to the same office of the minis- 
try appointed for the salvation of mankind, 
we render unto thee most hearty thanks: we 
praise and worship thee, and we humbly 
beseech thee by the same, thy blessed Son, 
to grant unto us and to all, who either here 
or elsewhere call upon thy name, the grace, 
that we may continue to show ourselves 
thankful unto thee for these and’ all other 
benefits, and that we may daily increase 
and go forward in the knowledge and faith 
of thee and thy Son, by the Holy Spirit; so 
that, by these thy ministers, as well as by 
them amongst whom they shall be appointed 
to minister, thy holy name may be glorified, 
and thy blessed kingdom enlarged. O most 
merciful Father, we beseech thee to send up- 
on these thy servants thy heavenly bless- 
ings, that they may be clothed with right- 
eousness, and that thy word spoken by their 
mouth, may have such success, that it may 
never be spoken in vain. Grant also, that 
we may all have grace so to hear and receive 
what they shall deliver out of thy most holy 
word, or agreeably to the same, that it may 
become the means of our salvation ; and that 
in all our words and deeds we may seek thy 
glory and the increase of thy kingdom, As- 
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sist us, O Lord, in all our doings, with thy 
grace, and further us with thy continual 
help, that in all our works begun, continued, 
and ended in thee, we may glorify thy holy 
name, and finally by thy mercy obtain ever- 
lasting life through Jesus Christ. Amen. 


Then the following is to be read, Ephesians 
iy, 7—13. 

“Unto every one of us is given grace ac- 
cording to the measure of the gift of Christ, 
Wherefore he saith, when he ascended up 
on high, he led captivity captive, and gave 
gifts unto men. Now that he ascended, what 
is it but that he also descended first into the 
lower parts of the earth? He that descend- 
ed is the same also that ascended up far 
above all heavens, that he might fill all 
things. And he gave some, apostles ; and 
some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and 
some, pastors and teachees; for the perfect- 
ing of the saints, for the work of the minis- 
try, for the edifying of the body of Christ: 
till we all come in the unity of the faith, and 
of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a 
perfect man, unto the measure of the stature 
of the fullness of Christ.” — 

After this the following is to be read, John 

x, l— 16. 

“Verily, verily, I say sre you, He that 
entereth not by the door into the sheepfold, 
but climbeth up some other way, the same is 
a thief and arobber. But he that entereth 
in by the door, is the shepherd of the sheep. 
To him the porter openeth, and the sheep 
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hear his voice, and he calleth his own sheep 
by name, and leadeth them out. And when 
he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth be- 
fore them, and the sheep follow him, for they 
know his voice, Anda stranger will they 
not follow, but will flee from him: for they 
know not the voice of strangers, This para- 
ble spake Jesus unto them, but they under- 
stood not what things they were which he 
spake unto them. Then said Jesus unto 
them again: Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
Iam the door of the sheep. All that ever 
came before me, are thieves and robbers, 
but the sheep did not hear them. I am the 
door: by me if any man enter in, he shall 
be saved, and shall go in and out, and find 
pasture, The thief cometh not, but for to 
steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am 
come that they might have life, and that 
they might have it more abundantly. Iam 
the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth 
his life for the sheep. Buthe that is a hire- 
ling, and not the shepherd, whose own the 
sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and 
leaveth the sheep, and fleeth; and the wolf 
catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep. 
The hireling fleeth, because he is a hireling, 
and careth not for the sheep, Iam the good 
shepherd, and know my sheep, and am 
known of mine. As the Father knoweth 
me, even so I know the Father: and I lay 
down my life for the sheep. And other 
sheep I have, which are not of this fold, 
them also I must bring, and they shall hear 
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my voice, and there shall be one fold and 
one shepherd.” 


Or the following, John xxi, 15—17. 


“Jesus saith to Simon Peter: Simon, son 
of Jonas, lovest thou me more than_these? 
He saith unto him, Yea Lord, thou knowest 
that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed 
my lambs. He saith unto him again the 
second time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest 
thou me? He saith unto him, Yea Lord, 
thou knowest that I lovethee. He saith un- 
to him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, 
lovest thou me? Peter was grieved because 
he said unto him the third time, Lovest thou 
me? And he said unto him, Lord, thou 
knowest all things; thou knowest that I 
love thee. Jesus said unto him, Feed my 
sheep. 


Or the following, Matt. xxviii, 18—20. 


‘Jesus came and spake unto them, saying. 
“All power is given unto me in heaven and 
in earth. Go ye therefore and teach all na- 
tions, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost: teaching them>to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you; and lo,’ 
Tam with you always, even unto the end of 
the world,” 


After this the Bishop shall thus address them : 


You have heard, brethren, as well in your 
private examination as in the exhortation 
now made to you, and in the holy lessons 
taken out of the Gospel, and the writings of 
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the Apostles, of what dignity and of how 
great importance this office is, whereunto 
you are called. And we again exhort you 
in the name cf our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
you remember well, unto how high a digni- 
ty, and to how weighty an office-ye are 
called, namely, to be messengers, watchmen and 
stewards of the Lord; to teach and to admon- 
ish, to feed and provide for the Lord’s fami— 
ly; to seek, and to gather in, Christ’s sheep 
that are dispersed abroad, and to be con- 
cerned for his children, who are yet in the 
midst of this evil world, that they may be 
saved through Christ forever. 

Let it, therefore, ever be deeply impressed 
upon your minds, how great a treasure is 
committed to your charge, For they are the 
sheep of Christ, which he bought with his 
death, and for whom he shed his blood, The 
Church, whom you are to serve, is his spouse 
and his body, And if it shall happen that 
the same Church, or any member thereof, do 
take any hurt through your negligence, ye 
know the greatness of the fault, and also 
the dreadful punishment that will ensue. 
Wherefore consider with yourselves the end 
of this your ministry toward the children of 
God, toward the spouse and body of Christ; 
and see well to it, that nothing may ever be 
wanting in your labor, your care and dili- 
gence, until you have done all that lieth in 
your power, according to your bounden du- 
ty, to bring all such as are or shall be com- 
mitted to your charge, to that agreement in 
the faith and knowledge of God, and to that 
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maturity of the perfectness of age in Christ, 
that there be among you neither place for 
error in religious doctrine, nor for vicious- 
ness in hited 

Forasmuch, then, as your office is both of 
so great excellency, and of so great difficul- 
ty, ye see with how great care and study ye 
ought to apply yourselves, as well that ye 
may show yourselves dutiful and thankful 
unto the Lord, who hath placed you in so 
high a dignity ; as also to beware that neith- 
er ye yourselves may offend, nor be occasion 
of offence to others. Howbeit, ye cannot 
have a mind and will thereto of yourselves ; 
for that will and ability are given of God 
alone: therefore it is indispensably neces- 
sary for you to pray earnestly for his Holy 
Spirit. And seeing that ye cannot by any 
other means compass the doing of so weighty 
a work, pertaining to the salvation of man, 
but with doctrine and exhortation taken out 
of the Scriptures, and with a life agreeable 
to the same: lay it well to heart how studi- 
ous ye ought to be in reading and learning 
the Holy Scriptures, and in framing the 
manners both of yourselves and of them that 
specially pertain unto you, according to the 
rule of the same Scriptures; and for this 
self-same cause, how ye ought to lay aside 
all worldly cares and studies. 

We have the good confidence toward you, 
that you have all weighed and pondered these 
things with yourselves long before this 
time: and that you have clearly determin- 
ed, by the grace of God, to give yourselves 


‘ORDINATION OF ELDERS. 83 


wholly to this office, whereunto it hath 
pleased God to call you; so that, as much as 
lieth in you, you will apply yourselves 
wholly to this one thing, a raw all your 
cares and studies this wa nd that you 
will continually pray to God, your heavenly 
Father, for the assistance of his Spirit; that 

‘by daily reading and searching the Script- 
ures, ye may grow riper and more capable 
in your ministry; and that ye may so en- 
deavor yourselves, from time to time, to 
sanctify the lives of you and yours, and to 
fashion them after the rule and doctrine of 
Christ, that ye may be wholesome and godly 
examples and patterns of holiness for all 
people to imitate. 

And now, that this present congregation 
may also understand your minds and wills 
in these things, and that this your solemn 
promise may the more move you to do your 
duties: ye shall answer plainly to the ques- 
tions which I shall ask you concerning all 
these things, 

Do you think in your heart that you are 
truly called according to the will of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, to the office of an Elder? 

Answer,—Yes. 

The Bishop.—Are you persuaded that the 

Holy Scriptures contain sufficiently all doc- 
trine required of necessity for eternal sal- 
vation through faith in Jesus Christ? And 
are you determined out of the said Script- 
ures to instruct the people committed to your 
charge, and to teach nothing as required of 
necessity to eternal salvation, but what you 
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shall be persuaded may be contained in, and 
proved by, the Scriptures? Is this your con- 
viction? Will you strive, by the grace of 
God, thus to,act? 

Answer.—¥es, I will. 

The Bishop. —Wili you, then, give your 
faithful diligence always so to minister the 
doctrine, baptism, the Lord’s Supper, and 
discipline of Christ, as the Lord hath com- 
manded? Will you strive so to do, by the 
help of God ? 

Answer.—Yes, I will. ‘ 

The Bishop.—Will you be always ready, 
with all faithful diligence to banish and 
drive away all erroneous and strange doc- 
trines contrary to God’s word; and to ad- 
monish and exhort in love, poth in public 
and private, the sick as well as others, with- 
in your whole bounds, as need shall require, 
and occasion shall be given ? Will you so 
do? 

Answer,—Yes, by the help of God. 

The Bishop.—Will you, by laying aside all 
carnal studyings after the manner of this 
world, be diligent in prayer, in examining 
and reading the Holy Seriptures, and in 
such studies as help to the true knowledge 
of the same? Will you so do? 

Answer,—Yes, I will. 

The Bishop—W ill you be dilig gent to frame 
and fashion yourself and your “families ac- 
cording to the doctrine of Christ; and to 
make both yourself and them, as much as 
lieth in you, wholesome examples and pat- 
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terns to the flock of Christ? Will you strive 
so to do, by the help of God? 


Answer.—Yes 

The Bishop,—Will you maifidin and pro- 
mote, as much as lieth in you, peace, quiet- 
ness, love. and unity, among all Christians, 
and especially among those committed to 
your charge? 

Answer.—Yes, I will so do. 

The Bishop.—Will you, with reverence, 
obey your superiors in office of the church, 
unto whom you may be submitted, according 
to the regulations of this Association; will 
you follow, with a glad heart and willing 
mind, their godly admonitions, as they may 
deem them expedient, according to their 
godly judgments? 


Answer,—I will so do, the Lord being my 
helper. 


Then shall the Bishop, standing up, say: 


The Almighty, who hath given you this 
will to do all these things, grant also unto 
you strength and power to perform the same, 
that he may accomplish the good work which 
he hath begun in you, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, Amen, » 


(After this the willole congregation shall be 
requested to kneel n and secretly in their 
prayers to make their humble supplications to 
God for all these things: for the which prayers 
there shall be silence kept for a space. Then 
the following rhymes shall be alternately spok-~ 
en line for line, verse after verse, by the Elders, 
and shall be commenced by the Bishop :) 
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Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire, 
And lighten with celestial fire, 

Thou the.anointing Spirit art, 

Who dosti sevenfold gifts impart. 
Thy blessed unction from above _ 

Is comfort, life, and fire, and love, 
Enable with perpetual light 

The duliness of our blinded sight ; 
Anoint and cheer our soiled face, 
With the abundance of thy grace ; 
Keep far our foes, give peace at home, 
Where thow art guide, no ill can come. 
Teach us to know the Father, Son, 
And thee of both to be but one: 

That through the ages all along, 
This may be our endless song: 

Praise to thy eternal merit, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 


After this, the Bishop with the Elders present 
shall lay their hands severally upon each 
head, especially of those that receive the or- 
dination of Elders: the receivers at the same 
time humbly remaining om their knees, while 
the Bishop saith: 

The Lord pour upon thee the Holy Ghost 
for the office and work an Elder in the 
Church of God, now committed unto thee by 
the imposition of our hands, to preach the 
Word of God, to baptize, and to dispense 
the holy Supper of the Lord, in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost. Amen. 
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Then the Bishop shall deliver to every one of 
them kneeling, the Bible, saying:. 


Take thou authority to preach the Word 
of God, to baptize, and to dispense the 
Lord’s Supper in the Church. _ 


Then the Bishop shall pronounce the followin 
benediction, saying the Lord’s prayer, an 
prays extempore as he may deem expe- 

ient. 


The peace of God, which passeth all under- 
standing, keep your hearts and minds in 
the knowledge and love of God, and of his 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord; And the bless— 
ing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost, be and remain with 
you always, Amen. 


kes (If on the same day some are ordained 
Deacons and others Elders, the Deacons shall 
be first presented, and then the Elders. The 
prayers shall both be used ; first those for Dea- 
cons, then those for Elders. Then Ephesians 
iv, 7—13, shall be read, asin the ordination of 
Elders. Immediately after which, they that 
are to be ordained Deacons, shall be examined 
and ordained as above directed. Then one of 
them having read John x, 1—16, as before in the 
ordination of Elders directed, they that are to 
be ordained Elders, shall likewise be examin- 
ed, and the Bishop shall ordain them.) 
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SECTION II. 
MINISTRATION OF BAPTISM, OF THE LORD’S 
SUPPER, AND SOLEMNIZATION OF 
MATRIMONY, 


Form of Baptism for Infants. 


The minister baptizing shall cause the child to 
be brought forward in the name of God, and 
then make the following or some other suit- 
able address: 


Drarty Brnovep! As this child is brought 
forward to be baptized, let us consider that, 
in consequence of the fall of our first par- 
ents, all men are begotten and conceived 
in sin, Wherefore also our Saviour saith, 
‘That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and 
hence teaches the indispensable necessity 
of the new birth of water and of the Spirit, 
of whioh holy baptism is a representation or 
outward sign, J entreat you, therefore, to 
unite with me in supplication to Almighty 
God, through our Lord Jesus Christ, for this 
child, that as such is, as likewise all infants 
are, through the meritorious obedience and 
sufferings of Christ, redeémed from the curse 
of the first transgression and made an heir 
of the kingdom of God, and hence a proper 
subject of holy baptism—that it may not on- 
ly in water baptism be blessed and conse— 
crated to the Lord, who saith, ‘Suffer little 
children to come unto me, and forbid them 
not: for of such is the kingdom of heaven ;” 
but that it may also be baptized with the 
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Holy Spirit, and through his influence be 
preserved in the grace of God, and ultimate- 
ly, as a living member of the Church of 
_ God, be made a partaker of the inheritance 
_ of the saints in light. 

Let us pray. 


Then the baptizing minister shall, while kneel- 
ing, pray in the following manner : 


Almighty and everlasting God, who of 
thy great mercy didst save Noah and his 
family in the ark from perishing by water, 
and also didst safely lead the children of 
Israel, thy people, through the Red Sea, fig— 
uring thereby the holy baptism: and finally 
by the baptism of thy well beloved Son Je— 
sus Christ, didst sanctify the element of wa- 
ter for this same purpose. O merciful God, 
thou who livest and reignest from eternity 
to eternity, thou who didst give unto us 
thine only begotten Son, who shed out of his 
most precious side both water and blood, to 
cleanse us from sin, and gave commandment 
to his disciples, that ‘they should go and 
teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost: regard mercifully, ‘we be- 
seech thee, our supplication, and grant unto 
this child now to be baptized thy grace, as 
we bring it before thee by faith in our pray- 
ers: wash, purify, sanctify, and so prepare 
it by the Holy Spirit, that it may in future 
show itself an obedient child. Grant unto 
this child, O God, to become firm in faith, 
joyful in hope, and grounded in love; that 
the old Adam may be mortified, and the 
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new man be raised up; that all carnal and 
sinful propensities be rooted out, and new 
and spiritual desires take place and ever in- 
crease; that thus it may be enabled to con- 
quer, and to reign over, the devil, the flesh 
and the world. O thou everblessed_ God, 
vouchsafe to give unto this child the fullness 
of thy grace, that it may ever remain in the 
number of thy faithful and elect chi'dren, 
and so may pass the waves of this trouble- 
some world, that finally it may safely enter 
the heavenly haven, to reign and live with 
thee in thy glorious kingdom, world without 
end, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Then shall those present rise, and the minister 
wh say: 

Hear the words of the Gospel, written by 
St. Mark, in the 10th chapter, from the 13th 
to the 16th verse. 


“And they brought young children to him, 
that he should touch them. And his disci- 
ples rebuked those that brought them; but 
when Jesus saw it, he was much displeased, 
and said unto them, Suffer the little chil— 
dren to come unto me, and forbid them not: 
for of such is the kingdom of God. Verily, 
I say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive 
the kingdom of God asa little Child, he 
shall not enter therein. And he took them 
up in his arm, put his hands upon them, and 
blessed them.” — Our Father, $c. 


_ Then the child is to be named. 
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When the preacher is baptizing the child, he 
shall say : 

T baptize thee in the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, Amen. 


(The conclusion is to be made by him in a 
suitable manner, with prayer or with pro- 
nouncing blessings, as time and circumstances 
may admit.) 

Form of Baptism for Adults. 
The baptizing minister shall address the people 
in the following manner : 

Drsarty Betovep, Forasmuch as all men 
are conceived and born in sin, and Christ 
saith, That which is born of the flesh is flesh; 
and the Apostle teaches that, Zo be carnally 
minded, is emnity against God; and they that 
are in the flesh can not please .God, but live 
in sin, committing many actual transgres- 
sions: hence Christ teaches the indispensa- 
ble necessity of the new birth, in order to 
salvation, of which baptism is a representa- 
tion; I desire of you, therefore, with me to 
call upon God the Father, through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that of his bounteous goodness 
he will grant this person (these persons) 
that which by nature he (they) cannot have ; 
that he (they) may be baptized, not with 
water only, but with the Holy Ghost, and 
received into Christ’s Church, and made (a) 
living member (members) of the same. 

Let us pray, 
Then the preacher, kneeling, shall pray after 
the following manner : 

Almighty and eternal God, the aid of all 
that need, the helper of all that flee to thee 
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for succor, the life of them that believe, and 
the resurrection of the dead; O Lord, as 
thou hast promised by thy well beloved Son, 
saying: “Ask, and ye shall receive; seek, 
and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be 
opened unto you: 2 so give now unto us that 
ask; let us that seek, find; open unto us 
that knock; that this person (these persons) 
may enjoy the everlasting benediction of thy 
heavenly washing, and thus by faith be ena- 
bled wholly to overcome the world, the flesh, 
and Satdn; that the new man may be raised 
up in him (them); that all carnal affections 
may be mortified in him (them), and that a 
new and spiritual life may more and more 
become manifest in him (them); and grant 
him (them) such power and strength that he 
(they) may be victorious and triumphant 
over the devil, the world, and the flesh; and 
that as he is (they are) dedicated to ‘thee, 
by our ministry, and office,he (they) may 
also be endowed with heavenly virtues, and 
be finally rewarded with everlasting life, 
and this through thy mercy. O bountiful 
God, Lord of Hosts, whose most dearly be- 
loved Son Jesus Christ, -for_the forgiveness 
of our sins, did shed out of his most pre- 
cious side both water and blood, and give 
commandment to his disciples that they 
should go and teach all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost—regard, we be- 
.seech thee, our supplications in mercy, and 
grant that this person (these persons) now 
to be baptized, may receive the fullness of 
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thy grace, and ever remain in the number of 
thy faithful and elect children, through Je- 
sus Christ. Amen, 


Then shall those present rise, and the eee tai 
ing preacher shall say : 


Hear the words of the Gospel, written by 
St. John, in the third chapter, beginning at 
the first verse, 

“There was aman of the Pharisees, named 
_ Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews: the same 
came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, 
Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come 
from God: for no man can do these miracles 
that thou doest, except God be with him. 
Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, 
verily, I say unto thee, except aman be born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 


Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man 
be born when he is old? Can he enter the 
second time into his mother’s b, and be 


born? Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I 
say unto thee, except a man be born of wa- 
ter and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into 
the Kingdom of God, That which is born of 
the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of 
the Spirit is spirit. Marvel not that I said 
unto thee, Ye must be born again. The wind 
bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest 
the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence 
it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every 
one that is born of the Spirit.” 


Then shall the baptizing minister address those 
who desire to be baptized, on this wise: 


Well beloved, you have come hither, de- 
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siring to receive holy baptism, and have 
heard how the congregation hath prayed, 
that our Lord Jesus Christ would youchsafe 
to receive and bless you, to release you from 
your sins, and to give you the kingdom of 
heaven and everlasting life. And our Lord 
Jesus Christ hath promised, in his Holy 
Word, to grant all those things that we have 
prayed for; which promise he for his part 
will most surely keep and perform, 

Wherefore, after this promise made by our 
Lord Jesus Christ, you must also faithfully 
for your part, promise in the presence of 
this congregation, that you will renounce 
the devil and all his works, constantly be- 
lieve God’s Holy Word, and obediently keep 
his commandments. 


Then shall the baptizinehinister put the fol- 
lowing & qugstions to each of the persons to be 
baptized ? 


Ques.—Dost thou believe in God the Fath- 
er Almighty, Maker of heaven earth? 
and in Jesus Christ his only begotten Son, 
our Lord? and that he was conceived by the 
Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary ? that 
he suffered under Pontius Pilate, was cruci- 
fied, dead, and buried? that he rose the 
third day : that he ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty, and from thence shall 
come again, at the end of the world, to judge 
the quick and the dead ? 


And dost thou believe in the Holy Ghost, 
the holy General Church? the communion 
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of saints? the remission of sins ? the resur- 
rection of the body, smd everlasting life 
after death? © z 

If thou dost steadfastly believe all this, © 

answer aloud, 
¥es. 

If thou wilt be baptized in this faith, an— 
swer, 

Yes. 

Ques.—Dost thou renounce the devil and 
all his works, the vain pomp and glory of 
the world, with all covetous desires of the 
same, and the carnal desires of the flesh, so 
that thou wilt not follow, or be led by them? 
If thou renouncest them all, answer aloud, 

Yes. 

Ques.—Wilt thou then obedient'y keep 
God’s holy will and commandments, and 
walk in the same all the days of thy life? 
If thou wilt so do, answer aloud, 

Yes, by the help of God, 


After questions have been severally put 
to e f those to be baptized, and answered 
by , the baptizing preacher shall pray as 
follows: 


O merciful God, grant unto this person 
(these persons), now to be baptized in thy 
name, the grace and the blessings of thy 
Holy Spirit, according to thy promise in 
Christ Jesus, thy well beloved Son, to give 
the Holy Spirit to all that ask thee. Thou 
who hast most graciously declared: Then 
will I sprinkle clean’ water upon you, and 
ye shall be clean: from all your filthiness, 
and from all your idols, will I cleanse you. 
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And I will put my Spirit within you, and 
cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye 
_shall keep my judgments, and do them. O 
» thou God of love, grant that also this person 
these persons) may. be baptized with the 
oly Spirit, and wholly dedicated to thee 
and so endowed with strength divine, as to 
be able faithfully to perform his (her) (their) 
solemn promise made in the presence of this 
congregration, to wit, to have the victory 
over the devil, the world, and the flesh; to 
remain steadfast by a, lively faith in thy 
name, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost; and at 
last, with the innumerable company of thine 
elect, be triumphantly saved, Amen,—Our 
Father, §¢. 7 
Then shall the baptizing minister take each 
person to be baptized by the right hand, and 
placing him conveniently by the font or ba- 
sin, according to his discretion, he shall ask 


his name, and then sprinkle or pour water 
upon him, or if he should desire it, shall im- 


merse him in water, saying: 
I baptize thee in the name of ale Pathe, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, Amen. 


(Then shall he conclude in a suitable man- 
ner, with prayer or benediction, as time and 
circumstances will admit.) ~» 


Order for the Administration of the Lord's 
Supper. 


(At the time when the Lord’s supper is to be 
administered, there shall be a preparatory dis- 
course and exhortation delivered, to invite self- 
examination, according to the words of the 
Apostle, 1. Cor. xi, 28—29., The Lord Jesus, the 
pi night in which he was betrayed, took bread, 

Cc, 
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Then shall the preacher, in his name and in 
the name of all those who are to receive the 
holy communion, allhumbly kneeling, 

a confession:as follows, saying: ma 


Almighty God, Father of our Lerd Jesus 
Christ, Creator of all things, and Judge of 
all men, who of thy tender mercy didst give 
thine only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death 
upon the eross for our redemption; who 
made there, by his oblation of himself once 
offered, a perfect and all-sufficient sacrifice 
and complete satisfaction for the sins of the 
whole world; and did institute, and com— 
mand us to continue, a perpetual memory of 
his suffering and death until his coming: 
again, which sacrament in memory of his 
sacrificial death we now intend to celebrate. 
O merciful Father, grant us grace, that we 
may be enabled to partake thereof in true 
faith. We donot presume to approach this 
thy table, trusting in our own righteousness, 
but in thy manifold and great mercies. We 
are not worthy so much as to gather up the 
crumbs under thy table; for we have pro- 
voked thy just wrath and indignation 
against us, by our manifold sins and trans— 
gressions, which we have committed by 
thought, word and deed, against thy holy 
Majesty; but thou art yet the same God, 
whose property it is, always to have mercy 
—who of thy great mercy hast promised for- 
giveness of sins to all them that, with hearty - 
repentance and true faith, turn to thee — 
unto whom all our desires are known, and 
from whom no secrets are hid: Have mercy 
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on us, have mercy on us, most merciful 
Father, for thy Son, our Lord Jesus Christ's 
ake, and let all our transgressions be cast 


* behind thee into the sea of forgetfulness, 


and never more come into the light of thy 
countenance; and cleanse thou the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy 
Spirit more and wore, that we may perfect— 
ly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy 
' Name. 

Yea, it is our bounden duty, at all times, 
and in all places, to give thanks unto thee, 
O Lord, holy Father, Almighty God! There— 
fore we would, with the angels and all the 
heavenly hosts, say: Holy, holy, holy, Lord 
God of hosts, heaven and earth are full of 
thy glory! Glory be to thee, thou Most High 
aud God of mercy! Listen to our supplica— 
tion, Almighty God, we humbly beseech 
thee, and grant us grace, thou God of all. 
merey, that we, receiving these thy creatures 
of bread and wine, according to thy Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ’s institution, in re- 
membrance of his suffering and death, may 
in like manner really partake of his most 
blessed body and blood, that our souls and 
bodies may be made clean by the virtue of! his 
death, and washed by his most precious 
plood, and that he may evermore dwellin us, 
and we inhim! Amen.— Our Futher fe, 


After this the minister shall first receive the 
communion in both kinds himself, bread and 
wine, and then proceed to deliver the same 
to the other ministers in like manner, ifany 
be present, and after that to the others that 
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are present, in proper order, into their hands 
and in delivering the bread he shall. say : 
Kat the bread which we break, in remem- 
brance that Christ gave his body for thee, 
and died the bitter death of the cross on Cal- 
vary, that thou mayest live forever; feed on 
him in thy heart by faith, and be thankful. 


And the minister delivering the cup shall 
. say: 

Drink of this, in remembrance that Christ’s 
blood was shed for thee, for the washing away 
of all thy sins, aud the sanctification of thy 
soul; partake of itin thy heart by faith, and 
be thankful. 


Then prayer shall be made after the follow- 


; ing form: 

O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy ser— 
yants desire thy fatherly goodness merciful- 
ly to accept this our sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving, most humbly beseeching thee 
to grant that, by the merits and death of 
thy Son Jesus Christ, and through faith in 
his blood, we and thy whole Church may ob- 
tain remission of our sins, and all other 
benefits of his passion. And here we offer 
and present unto thee, O Lord, ourselves, 
our bodies and souls, to be a reasonable, ho- 
ly, and living sacrifice unto thee; humbly 
beseeching thee, that all we, who have par— 
taken of this holy communion, may be filled 
with thy grace and heavenly benediction. 
And although we are unworthy, through our 
manifold sins, to offer unto thee any sacri— 
fice; yet, we beseech thee to accept this our 
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bounden duty and service, not considering 
our merits, but pardoning our offences, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; by and with 
whom, and'through whom, in the unity-of 
the Holy Ghost, be unto thee, O Almighty 
Father, all honor and glory, now, henceforth, 
and: forevermore. Amen. 


Form of Solemnization of Matrimony. 


At the day and time appointed for the Sol- 
emnization of Matrimony, the persons to 
be married step forth, and standing befove 
the minister, the pride on the left hand of 
the bridegroom, the minister shall address 
those assembled | and the couple to be married, 
in the following manner: 

Dearly Beloved! You are assembled here 
in the sight of God with me, as witnesses, to 
join together both these persons as man and 
wife in holy matrimony. Matrimony is an 
honorable state, instituted by God himself 
in the time of man’s innocency, and is com— 
mended by St. Paul to be honorable among 
all men; and is therefore not by any to be 
undertaken unadyisedly, but with due con— 
sideraticn in the fear of God. 

Since these two persons present, have re- 
solved now to be joined in matrimony: 
therefore, if any can show a just cause, why 
they may not be lawfully joined together, 
let them now rise and speak, or else hereaf- 
ter forever hold their peace, 

And turning unto the persons that are to be 
married, he shall address them as follows: 

I require and charge you both, as you will 
have to answer at the day of judgment, when 
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the secrets of all hearts shall be disclosed, 
that if either of you know of any impedi-— 
ment, why you may not be lawfully joined 
together in matrimony, you do now confess 
1S 

THE SOLEMNIZATION OF MATRIMONY, 


If no impediment be alleged, then shall the 
minister say unto the man: 


[N] Wilt thou have this woman to be thy 
wedded wife, to live together after God’s or- 
dinance, in the holy state of matrimony? 
Wilt thou love her, comfort her, honor and 
keep her, in days of good and evil report, 
poor or rich, in sickness and in health; and, 
forsaking all others, keep thee only unto her, 
so long till death shall separate you? 

If thou wilt so do, then answer, 

Yes, 
Then shall the minister say unto the woman: 


[N.] Wilt thou have this man to be thy wed- 
ded husband, to live together, after God’s 
ordinance, in the holy state of matrimony? 
Wilt thou obey him, serve him, love, honor 
and keep him, in days of good and evil re- 
port, poor or rich, in sickness and in health ; 
and forsaking all others, keep thee only un- 
to him; so long till death shall separate 
you? 

If thou wilt so do, then answer, 

Yes. 
Then shall the minister join their right hands 
together and say: 

Those whom God hath joined bee let 
no man put asunder. 
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Forasmuch as [N.] and [N.] have con- 
sented together in holy wedlock, and have 
witnessed the same before God, and in the 
presence of all these witnesses, and thereto 
have pledged their faith either to the other, 
and have declared the same by joining 
hands; I pronounce that they are man and 
wife together, in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 
Amen, 

Then saith the minister : ° 


Let us pray. 


O eternal God, Creator and Preserver of 
all mankind, Giver of all spiritual grace, 
the author of everlasting life; send thy 
blessings upon these thy servants, this man 
and this woman, whom we bless in thy 
name; that as Isaac and Rebecca lived 
faithfully together, so, these persons may 
sincerely perform and keep the vow and 
covenant between them made, and may ever 
remain in perfect love and peace: together, 
and live according to thy laws, through 
Jesus Christ, Amen. 


After this some suitable verses may be sung. 


Then let the minister conclude with the follow- 
ing benediction :~ 

The Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit, bless, preserve, and keep you, pour 

upon you the riches of his grace to such a 

degree, that ye may please him both in body 

and soul, and live together in holy ove un- 
to the end of your lives, ' Amen, 
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Order on Funeral Occasions. 


Before leaving the house, the minister shall 
say as follows, or something similar: 


Mucn setovep! It is appointed unto 
men, once to die, but after this the judg— 
ment. In the midst of life we are in death; 
yea, the very entrance into this life, is al— 
ready a step toward the grave. May we, on 
this solemn occasion, take this deeply to 
heart ! 

(After this something may be sung, and, if 
Snes admit, a short prayer be offer- 
Before the bearers take up the bier, the miinis- 

ter shall say : 


Let us now, in a Christian manner, ac- 
company the corpse of the departed N. N. to 
to the burial-place. 

At the grave, when the corpse is laid in the 
earth, the minister shall say: 

Man that is born of a woman, is of few 
days and full of trouble. He cometh up like 
a flower, and is cut down; he fleeth like a 
shadow, and continueth not. 

Ags it has pleased the Lord, in whose pow- 
er are life and death, to remove the soul of 
departed N.N. from time to eternity, we 
commit the body to the cold earth: — Earth 
to earth! . Ashes to ashes! Dust to dust !— 
But we look for a general. resurrection at 
the last day, and for a blessed immortality 
in the world to come, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who will appear in majesty and 
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in power, to judge the quick and the dead; 
when the earth and the sea shall deliver up 
their dead, and the corruptible bodies of 
those who are asleep in him, shall be awak- 
ened, and fashioned like unto his own glori- 
ous body, Amen,— Our Father, Se. 

(During the tlme of interment, several suita- 
ble verses may be sung.) 

The benediction is to be pronounced as follows, 
or in a manner similar thereto: 

May He who has the command over life 
and death, bless you with the riches of his 
grace, and enable you to obtain an abun- 
dant entrance into his heavenly kingdom, 
through Jesus Christ. Amen. 


Form for Laying a Corner Stone, 


A meeting and worship shall be held 
on the day and at the place where. a corner 
stone for a church is to be laid. The minis- 
ter shall read a suitable portion from the 
Scriptures, such as the fo lowing: Isaiah 28, 
16; Ps. 118. 22, to the end; Eph. 2. 14, to 
the end; 1, Pet, 2, 1.—10. After reading of 
the Scriptures, some suitable verses shall be 
sung, when the minister Shall pronounce the 
following prayer: 

Almighty God and Creator of heaven and 
earth; thou didst create men and ordain 
them for the praise and glory of thy great 
name in time and eternity! We have wan- 
dered from thee by sin and transgression, 
but thou hast so loved us that, according to 
thy gracious promise and great mercy, thou 
didst, in the fullness of time, send thy only- 
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begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into the world, 

whois our Lord, and whom thou hast ap- 
pointed to be the foundation and corner— 
_ Btone of the Church—a precious stone, a rock: 
_ upon which thy Church is founded, that the 

gates of hell shall not prevail against it! 

- We bless thee, O Almighty God, that thou 
hast spoken and fulfilled it; for though the 

heathen may rage and foes arise against the 
Lord and his Anointed, and attack his 

Church, yet she still stands founded and 
built upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Jesus Christ being the corner— 
stone. 

We are assembled, O Lord, to lay the cor- 
ner-stone to a building and house in which 
thy honor shall dwell, thy great and glori- 
ons name be invoked, and the holy sacra- 
ments administered, and thy holy word be 
proclaimed for our salvation. Aid us, O 
Lord, that we may not only lay a foundation- 
stone to a house built with hands, but that, 
through thy rich grace, a foundation may 
be laid for a house built of living stones—a 
godly congregation and a holy church. O 
thou merciful God! we askin the name of 
Jesus, thy Son and our Saviour, be gracious 
unto us, and let thy eyes‘be continually up- 
on this place, that thy Gospel and the means 
of grace may be fruitful in the awakening of 
sinners, in the instruction of the youth in the 
knowledge of the Lord, and in the growth in 
grace among thy peoplel May the service 
of thy servants, and the labors of thy spirit- 
ual builders, be abundantly blessed with the: 
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unction and influence of thy Spirit, that 
many living stones be gathered and built 
together as a spiritual temple of the Lord. 
G Lord, grant.success and prosperity to the 
enterprise! Dy thou thyself build the house, 
for if thy blessing is withheld. the laborers 
build in vain, Let peace, unity, prosperity, 
and thy fayor rest upon all who take part 
in this good work, and grant that it may be 
successfully. accomplished to thy glory. 
Establish, O Lord, a church in this place, 
upon the rock of truth, which may for gen- 
erations abide immovyably, .and always 
abound in the work of the Lord, Hear us, 
© Father in heaven, and do abundantly 
above all we can ask through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, OurFather, fe. 

After prayer a short address, on the 
portion of Scripture read, may be delivered 
suited to the circumstances, followed by ap- 
propriate singing, ; 

Then the minister, standing by the 
stone to be laid, shall order the laying of 
the same, and if preparations haye been 
made to enclose documents in it, he shall 
deposit a copy of the Bible, our hymn-books, 
discipline, periodicals, almanacs, the name 
of the preacher, those of the trustees and 
the building committee, a synopsis of the 
history of the congregation, and other desir- 
able documents into a little chest prepared 
for the purpose, and put it into the cavity 
of the stone, upon which the stone is to te 
laid in its place. 
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Then the preacher shall say: In the 
name of God the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, we lay this corner-stone as the foun- 
dation-stone of a house, to be dedicated to 


| the service of the Most High, according to 
| the order and rules, and for the use of the 
| Evangelical Association. 


Form for the Dedication of a. Church, 


At the time appointed the minister of the 
congregation, or some other minister ap- 


_ pointed to officiate shall read, first one of 
_ the following portions of Scripture: Ps, 24, 
Ps. 84, Ps: 132, John 17. Then adedicatory 


hymn shall be sung, followed by prayer. 
After this 2, Chron, 16, 18-32: may be read 
and another appropriate hymn be sung. 


Then the dedicatory sermon shall ' be 


preached, and after that contributions for 
the building be collected. 

Then the preacher and the congregation 
shall rise before the Lord and the following 
declaration be made by the preacher: 

Beloved, It behooves us in this solemn 
hour to appear before the Lord, the God of 
heaven and earth, the source and giver of 
all good, who has given us the intention and 
ability to build a house for his name, and it 
being now accomplished by his help, to ded- 
icate it to his service. 

Although the Most High does not dwell in 
temples made with hands, for heaven is his 
throne and the earth his footstool, and the 
heaven of heavens may not contain’ him, 
much less this house prepared by our hands, 
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yet he commanded his servant Moses to 
build a tabernacle, and prepare a place for 
him where his honor should dwell, and did 
at the dedication of the tabernacle and after- 
ward at the temple sanction and confirm the 
work by the revelation of his glory, as he 
also subsequently graciously accepted. the 
worship and sacrifices offered, and blessed 
his people there. And ourdivyine Redeemer 
gives us the precious assurance that he will 
meet with his people where they so ee 
themselves. 

Thus encouraged and str engthened: in 
faith, we have confidence that the Most High 
who inhabiteth eternity, and dwelleth also 
with those who are of a contrite and humble 
spirit’to comfort them, will accept this house 
which we have built “to his glory — at our 
hands; and regard it with his good pleasure 
to the salvation and- benefit of those who 
may from time to time here co to 
magnify his holy name. 

Having this confidence we now declare, 
designate, and consecrate this house as the 
(name of the church) of the Hyvangelical As— 
sociation (name of the place) unto the triune 
God, to be his sanctuary and dwelling place, 
where, by the singing of his praise, the of- 
fering of thanksgiving and prayer, the read- 
ing, expounding, and preaching of his word, 
the administration of the sacraments, and 
the observance of such other devotional ser— 
vices, rules, and customs, as are adopted 
and: practiced in public worship, by the 
Evangelical Association, agreeably with his 
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word, his honor shall be magnified and his 
kingdom be built up to the salvation of 
men, 

And that ‘his dedication may be confirmed 
by God, let us also consecrate ourselves and 
all we are and possess, without reservation 
or condition, to him as his property and 
for his service, in aceordance with his right- 
ful claim, through the covenant of grace by 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Then the minister and the congregation 
shall kneel, and he shall pray as follows: 

- Eternal and Almighty God, thou who 
dwellest in thy majesty above all the heay— 
ens, and by whose greatness and omnipres— 
ence the immensity of space is filled, but 
who didst in thy great love and mercy prom- 
ise to dwell among thy people upon the 
earth, and even where two or three are as- 
sembled in thy name; be thou pleased, O 
Lord, to come tous in this place, and to bless 
us who are assembled to give and dedicate 
this house to thee, that it may be preserved 
from all unholy and common purposes, as- 
semblages and exercises, and be devoted 
alone’to thy worship and to the glory of thy 
holy name, Accept, O Lord, our God, most 
graciously this our offering, which thou hast 
bestowed upon us and which we in humility 
of heart again give to thee, and grant that 
thy favor and good pleasure may hencefort 
rest upon this place, and that thy Holy Spir- 
it with all his gifts may be bestowed and 
given for our salvation, and thy glory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Thou, O Lord, wouldst hear thy servants 
when they pray before thee in this place, 
and grant unto them the graces and gifts of 
the Holy Spirit to serve the with reverence 
and all confidence, that realizing their un-— 
worthiness, but filled with the spirit of pow- 
er, love, and godly fear, and clothed with 
holiness, they may stand before thee, and 
fulfill their office acceptably in thy sight, 
and beneficially. to. st through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, 

Grant, O Lord, that all rahe may in this 
house be consecrated to Thee by baptism 
may also receive the renovation and sancti- 
fication of the spirit, and always remain liy- 
ing members of the Church among thy chil- 
dren and people. 

Grant, O Lord, that all who may in this 
place partake of the Holy Supper, instituted 
by Thee, receive it in humility, faith, and 
unfeigned love; that they may be saved 
from all sin, filled with divine life, and 
sanctified by the blood of the covenant, and 
thus serve Thee faithfully and partake of 
all the merits of our Redeemer, 

Grant, O Lord, that thy precious word 
may always be preached im+this place in pur- 
ity, and with the demonstration of the Holy 
Spirit, and that all who hear it may under— 
stand and receive it into their hearts, and 
by the assistance of thy grace may obey and 
keep it blameless unto eternal life, 

Grant, O Lord, that the congregation 
which worship here may be kept in unity 
of spirit, and in the bond of peace; and serve 
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Thee in the faith of the Gospel, and a blame- 
less life, he pig prospering through thy 
favor. 

And now, 0 Lord God, arise and dwell in 
this place, thou and the ark of thy covenant. 
Do thou always hear the prayers and sup- 
plications of thy servants, children, and all 
who seek thee in this place.. Let thine eyes 
be open day and night to protect and show 
mercy to all who appear before thee at this 
place, and to magnify thy grace to genera- 
tions. Grant that thy servants may go be- 
fore thee, and thy people clothed with sal- 
vation, and thy saints rejoice in thy mercy. 

Grant, O Lord, that we and all thy people, 
founded’ upon the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets, of which Jesus Christ is the 
corner-stone, may grow unto a temple in the 
Lord, and be brought at last into that house 
above, not made with hands, to the honor, 
praise, and glory of God the Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Our Father, &c, 

To be closed with the doxology and apos- 
tolic benediction. 


SECTION III. 


RULES TO BRING TRANSGRESSING MEMBERS AND 
OFFICERS TO TRIAL, AND PUNISHMENT. 


For Transyressing Members, 7 


Ques. What is the general rule of our 
Association, in order to check and suppress 
that which is evil and sinful, or even to ex- 
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clude a hurtful, disorderly or transgressing 
member from the Church? 

Ans, Weare, itis true, fully persuaded 
that it is not in the power of any man, nor 
within his discernment, to eradicate and de- 
stroy all the tares, Experience also teaches, 
that persons who would adjust and accom- 
modate everything according to their own 
will, to remove the offences, often bring up— 
on themselves the most hurt. Yet, we are 
also convineed that, if we love each other 
cordial y, fervently pray for one another, 
watch over ourselves, and in love over one 
another, exhorting each other to observe our 
bounden duties, not speaking of the faults 
of any wan behind his back, much less of 
our brethren and sisters; but reprove those 
who sin in our presence, with prudent tran- 
quility, in humility, and insincere love: we 
may then be assured, that, if we thus strive 
to do good in sincerity, the enemy will be 
kept back in a great measure; yea, even he 
that would cherish the enemy in his bosom, 
cannot easily abide among us, if we thus 
love each other fervently, Yet shall the ac- 
cused, who lead a disorderly life, and will 
not suffer themselves to be admonished, be 
duly brought to trial. 

Ques.. How shall an accused member be 
brought to trial? ; 

Ans, 1. The trial shall take place in the 
presence of a Bishop, the Presiding Elder, 
or the preacher in charge, of the society of 
which the accused is a member, and before a 
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select number of such society, ancki in the fol- 
lowing manner: 

The accused and the accuser shall be 
brought face to face. But if this cannot 
be done, let evidence be procured, as it can 
be had. 

If the accused member is found -guilty by 
the decision of a majority of the members 
before whom he is brought to trial, and the 
crime be such as is expressly forbidden by 
the word of God, sufficient to exclude a per— 
son from the kingdom of grace and glory, 
the preacher in charge shall expel him. If 
the accused. person evade a trial, by absent- 
ing himself and the circumstances of the ac- 
cusation be strong and presumptive, let him 
be esteemed as guilty, and be accordingly 
expelled. Though the witnesses be not of 
our Church, their testimony shall neverthe— 
less be admitted. 

2. But in cases of neglect of duties of any 
kind, imprudent conduct, indulging sinful 
tempers or words, or disobedience to the or- 
der and Discipline of the Church, the class— 
leader or preacher shall reprove such a per- 
son privately. Ifthe person acknowledges 
his faults, and evinces proper humility, then 
shall he be borne with. On a second offence, 
the classleader, or preacher, may take one 
or two members with him, and repeat the re- 
proof with double earnestness. Should a 
third offence follow, the ‘case shall be 
brought before the Church, or at least be- 
fore a select number of the same, and if 
there be no sign of real humiliation the of- 
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fending member must be excluded. But if 
such a member, at the investigation before 
the society should again appear humbled 
and promise to reform, said member may be 
put back on probation, for a period not less 
than three, nor more than six months. 
Should, however, no real change for the bet- 
ter take place, during the probation, ,the 
guilty member is.to be excluded, 

3. If a member of our. Church is clearly 
convicted of endeayoring to sow dissensions 
in our Association, be it by inveighing 
against either our Doctrines or Discipline, 
such person shall first be reproyed by a se- 
nior minister, or preacher in charge, and if 
he persists in such pernicious practices, he 
shall be excluded. 

4, Nevertheless, ifin any of the above men- 
tioned cases the preacher differ in judgment 
from the majority of the Church or the select 
committee, concerning the innocence or 
guilt of the accused person, then he may re- 
fer the case to the next quarterly conference. 

Ques,— What is to be done, should there 
arise any difference between two or more of 
the members of our Church, relating to 
debis or demands in which the parties con— 
cerned cannot agree? 

Ans.—1. In such a case the. preacher. in 
charge shall minutely inquire into the cir- 
cumstances of the case, and, after having 
consulted two or three of the neighboring 
class-leaders or other judicious. brethren, 
and, provided they deem it expedient, he 
shall recommend to the contending parties 
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to submit to the decision of three arbiters, 
one arbiter to be chosen by the plaintiff, 
and another by the defendant, and the third 
to be nominated by the two chosen arbiters, 
provided that such arbiters are all members 
of our Church. 

2. Should either of the parties appear dis- 
satisfied with the judgment or verdict given, 
such party may then apply to the next 
quarterly conference of the circuit for a sec- 
ond trial, and if the conference see sufficient 
cause, it shall be granted; each party shall 
then choose two arbiters, and these four to- 
gether shal’ choose a fifth, the judgment of 
a majority of whom shall be final, and any 
of the parties refusing to abide by such ver- 
dict, shall be excluded. 

3. If any member of our Association shall 
refuse, in such cases, to refer the matter to 
an arbitration, if recommended as above di- 
rected, such persons shall likewise be ex- 
cluded. 

4, If any of our members shall enter a 
legal process against another member, re- 
specting any matter, which might have been 
adjusted amicably as above described, and 
before the measures hereby recommended, 
are resorted to, they shall be excluded; un- 
less the demand be of such a nature as to 
require and justify a process of law, such 
as Executors’ and Administrators’ accounts, 
—or in case such a member can prove that 
he had been in danger of losing his money 
or property which he claims by the delays 
of a Church investigation. But in such a 
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case a committee of five shall decide on it, 
of which committee each party shall choose 
a man, the preacher in charge the third, and 
these shall select two more, and if this com- 
mittee decides that his reasons were insufii- 
cient to justify such legal procecdings such 
member shall be excluded from the Church. 

5. In short, any person clearly convicted 
of fraudulent dealing, in buying or selling, 
or in cases of insolvency, or other money 
matters, shall not be permitted to continue a 
member of our Association: but, agreeably 
to the Apostle’s injunction, shall be put 
away from among us. 

6. If at any time any of the members of 
our Church shall fail in business, so as to 
contract debts, which he shall afterward be 
unable to pay, then the preacher in charge 
shall appoint three judicious men, to exam- 
ine the accounts of the supposed delinquent; 
and if it appear that such a member has 
conducted himself otherwise than becometh 
an honest man, or hath contracted debts, 
without a reasonable prospect of ability to 
pay them, it shall be considered a sufficient 
cause of exclusion. 

If there be a murmur or. complaint from 
any excluded person, in any of the above 
mentioned instances, as if justice had not 
been done, he shall be allowed an appeal to 
the next quarterly conference; and the ma- 
jority of the members present, shall finally 
determine the case by vote. 

A person thus excluded cannot have the 
privileges of our Church, particularly of the 


FOR TRANSGRESSING CHURCH-OFFICERS. 117 


Lord’s Supper, without confession and re- 
pentance, And amember put back on pro- 
bation for immoral conduct, shall not be 
permitted to partake of the Lord’s Supper 
during his probation, or to be a candidate 
for an office, or to have a vote in the Church. 


For Transgressing Church- Officers. 


Of the manner in which immoral church-offi- 
cers are brought to trial, examined, reprov- 
= or suspended, during the interval of 
conferences, 


Question 1,—How is a class leader to be 
tried? 

Answer.—By the preacher in charge, and 
by a select number appointed by him from 
the class. And, after the accuser or accus- 
ers, with the accused, are brought face to 
face, the preacher shall call to their assist- 
ance, two of their neighboring class-leaders : 
and according as the transgression or of- 
fence may be, he shall be suspended on tri- 
al, in or out of office, or else be removed or 
expelled, as a majority of this meeting may 
judge expedient, and most concurrent with 
the Discipline of our Church. 

‘Question 2.—How is an exhorter to be 
tried ? 

Answer.—The trial of an exhorter shall be 
conducted like that of a class-leader, except, 
where it is practicable, instead of class— 
leaders, two exhorters shall be called in for 
assistance, And whenever a class-leader 
or an exhorter is excluded or suspended, 
and shall consider himself aggrieved, as if 
he had not been justly dealt with, he shall 
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be allowed an appeal to the quarterly con- 
ference, in order to have justice done. 

Question 8.—What shall be done if an El- 
der, Deacon or Preacher, is under report of 
being guilty of some crime, expressly for- 
bidden in the word of God, as an unchris- 
tian practice, sufficient to exclude a person 
from the kingdom of grace and glory ? 

Answer,—tIn case there be no Bishop pres- 
ent, the Presiding Elder shall call in as 
many ministers of the Church as he shall 
think proper, yet not less than three, and 
bring the accuser and accused face to face; 
if the accused be ciearly convicted of the al- 
leged crime, he shall be suspended from all 
his official functions, until the next annual 
conference—-at which his case shall be final- 
ly determined—or be excluded, according 
to the nature of the offence. But if the ac- 
cused be a Presiding Elder, the preacher 
shall call in a Presiding Elder from an ad- 
jacent district, who is to attend as president 
at the trial. 

If the accused and accuser cannot be 
brought face to face, and the supposed de- 
linquent seeks to evade the trial, it shall be 
received as presumptive evidence against 
him: and out of the mouths of two or three 
witnesses sentence shall be passed upon 
him. Nevertheless, even in this case, an 
appeal shall be allowed to the annual con- 
ference, which shall reconsider and finally 
determine the matter. 

But if the case be such that a preacher 
under the above mentioned accusation, can- 
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not be-immediately examined, then shall the 
Bishop, or the Presiding Elder of the same 
district, suspend such a preacher from his 
office until his trial. 

Question 4.—What shall be done in case of 
improper words, actions, or tempers? 

Answer—The accused shall be reprimand- 
ed by his senior in office, Should he repeat 
the same transgression: then one, two or 
three preachers are to be taken along as 
witnesses, to enforce a second reproof; if 
he be not then cured of the evil, he shall be 
tried at the next annual conference; and if 
found guilty and incorrigible, he shall be 
excluded, 

Question 5,— What shall be done with 
preachers who hold forth doctrines contrary 
to the word of God and the articles of our 
religion ? 

Answer,—Let the same process be observed 
as in cases of gross immorality. But if 
such a preacher solemnly engage himself to 
abandon and cease from disseminating such 
erroneous doctrines, publicly or privately, 
he shall be borne with, until the matter be 
laid before the next annual conference, 
which shall determine the same, 

‘Provided, nevertheless, that in all the 
above cases of impeachment and trial, an 
appeal shall be allowed to the next annual 
conference, 

And further provided, that in all eden 
cases of investigation and sentence by an 
annual conference, an appeal to the next 
General Conference shall be allowed, if the 
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party, at the time sentence is passed or up- 
on receiving notice thereof shall declare his 
intention to make an appeal, It shall be 
the duty of the secretary of the annual con- 
ference carefully to preserve the record of 
all the proceedings of the trial, be it held 
by the conference or a committee appointed 
by that body, and all the documents relative 
to the case, with all charges and their speci- 
fications, which papers only shall be received 
by General Conference as evidence in the 
case. ; 


For Transgressing Bishops. 


Question.—To whom is a Bishop of our 
Association amenable for his conduct? 

Answer —To the General Conference, which 
has power, if circumstances require it, to 
depose a Bishop from office, or to expel him 
from the church. 

Question, —How is the trial of a Bishop to 
be managed in the interval of the confer- 
ence, if accused of immoral conduct? 

Answer.—lf a Bishop be accused of im- 
moral conduct, three of the Elders are to 
meet, and examine the Bishop; and if the 
three Elders are actually of opinion, that 
the Bishop is guilty of the alleged crime, 
they shall call one or two Presiding Elders, 
and as many preachers standing in full con- 
nection, as they may deem necessary, yet 
so, that they be not less than seven in num- 
ber; whereof at least one shall be a Presid- 
ing Elder. These are to constitute a confer- 
ence, who shall examine the charge alleged 
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against him; and if two-thirds of the preach- 
ers thus called, shall find the Bishop guilty 
of the charge brought against him, they 
shall have power to suspend him from office, 
until the next General Conference, which 
shall then determine the whole matter. 

But a charge against a Bishop must al- 
ways be preferred in writing, and subscrib- 
ed by those who are willing to substantiate 
the alleged crime, and the accused Bishop is 
to have a copy of the same. 

None of our ministers thus excluded, can 
in any wise perform official functions among 
us, neither be acknowledged by us, without 
true penitential confession and reformation, 
and without being anew received on trial 
into our Church. 
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TEMPORAL ECONOMY OF THE EVAN-— 
GELICAL ASSOCIATION, 


SECTION Tf. 
Allowance of Preachers. 


1. The annual allowance of an unmarried 
itinerant preacher shall be one hundred and 
twenty-five dollars: that of a married, two 
hundred and fifty dollars, and for each of 
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their children under the age of fourteen 
years, twenty-five dollars (if that much is 
on hand), besides necessary and reasonable 
traveling and table expenses. In order to 
render an exact account at the annual con- 
ferences, it shall be the duty of each to keep 
a book, and to note down all the contribu- 
tions and gifts he may receive, as well as 
his traveling expenses. 

2. The annual allowance of the Officers in 
the Printing and Book Establishment, shall 
be as ordered by the General Conference 
held at Pittsburg, Pa., 1867, 

3. These preachers who were unmarried 
or lately married when received on proba- 
tion into the itinerant ministry, must serve 
for two years before they are entitled to any 
allowance for their families. Therefore the 
above rule respecting married preachers, 
does apply only to suchas have been two 
years in our itinerant ministry, and who, 
previously to their admittance, had been 
married for one year or more, 

4, No preacher among us shall be allowed 
any support from the general contributions, 
who has not Deen received into the itinerant 
ministry by an annual conference; unless 
he be employed to fill a vacant station. 

5. Local preachers have an allowance in 
such cases only, if they for a time fill the 
place of a traveling preacher; and then on- 
ly if they desire it. 

6. Preachers who cannot serve any ladiber 
according to the directions of the conference 
and our Church Discipline, but are not en- 
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tirely disabled, shall serve according to such 
directions as the conference to which they 
belong, may then give; and in case they re- 
fuse to follow such directions, no allowance 
shall be granted them. 

7. If a preacher locates in consequence of 
bodily infirmities, but is still able to follow 
some business or vocation, or has some other 
income, yet not sufficient to support himself 
and his family; his circumstances shall be 
inquired into by a committee, appointed for 
that purpose by the conference, to which 
such a preacher may belong, and a report 
thereof be brought to said conference, which 
shall thereupon determine him such allow- 
ance as he may stand in need of. 

8. The poor superannuated and worn out 
itinerant preachers, and their families, or 
the widows and orphans of such preachers, 
shall have their allowance in equal propor- 
tion with the itinerant preachers of that 
conference to which they belong, according 
to the direction of our Discipline, on pages - 
121 and 122; with the exception of the tray- 
eling and table expenses, 

But in cases where there in any income, 
but not sufficient fortheir support, a commit- 
tee of three men is to be appointed by the 
conference haying the charge over them, in 
order to investigate their circumstances, and 
to report to said conference that shall then 
supply such deficiency. But, if the moneys 
for this purpose should not be sufficient, 
then the conference in. which the deficiency 
exists, shall make it up by collection. 
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9. In case, however, that such a widow, 
as above mentioned, should marry, shethere- 
by excludes herself and her children from 
the above stated support; and if she with. 
draws from our Church, or is expelled from 
the same on account of immorality, she like- 
wise forfeits thereby her claim tothe Church 
for her support. In the latter case, how= 
ever, the orphans shall, up to the fixed time, 
be entitled to their proportionate support 
from the conference to which they belong. 

10. If those’ preachers who by General 
Conference are appointed to serve in our 
Printing and. Book Establishment, as Edi- 
tor, or as General Book Agent, be compelled 
to resign their office, on account of bodily 
infirmtty or old age, then shall they, and 
their families, or the widows and orphans 
left by them, have their support according 
to the foregoing rule, first of all out of the 
profits of the Printing and Book Establish- 
ment. But if not so much be on hand, then 
a collection shall be taken, in equal parts, 
by the annual conferences, in order te sup— 
ply this deficiency. 


SECTION II. 
Of the Support of Bishops, and their Relation 
to the Annual Conferences. 

1. The annual allowance for the bishop or 
bishops, with their families, shall be ag or— 
dered by the General Conference held at 
Pittsburg, Pa., 1867, : 

2. Wherever our bishops preach collec- 
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tions shall be taken up for their support, 
provided that the taking up of such collecti- 
ons do not interfere with other regular col— 
lections. is 

3. If the proceeds of aul collections are 
not sufficient for their support, as provided 
for in the Discipline, then the deficiency 
shall be made up by the different annual 
conferences, each one paying an equal part 
thereto. 

4, When a bishop’s term of service expires 
and he is not re-elected, then such ex-bishop, 
if still able to travel in the itinerancy, 
shall have the right to claim his membership 
in that annual conference to which he be- 
longed at the time of his election. Should 
he be unable to travel, however, then the 
General Conference shall determine the 
amount of support he may require, which 
shall be paid him in the same manner as 
those bishops still in active service. 


ee. ee 
Of the Chartered Fund, 
1, There shall be a chartered fund, to con- 


sist of, and to bes ted by, the volunta- 
ry donations and hosts obo ur friends. 
This fund shall he direction 


of trustees, chosen by General Confer— 
ence: and the interest, and all income 
of the same, shall be applied only to the sup- 
port of the superannuated and worn-out 
itinerant preachers, and their families, ard 
of the widows and orphans of such preachers, 
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according as our Discipline directs on page 
123. : } 

faze The scoretaies each annual confer— 
ence shall annually about New-year inform 
tho treasurer. of the society how many such 
preachers, widows, and orphans of deceased 
poor traveling preachers there are in his 
conference, and what are their conditions 
and wants, 

8. Those persons, who, from love to the 
work of the Lord, desire to bequeath any- 
thing to the Evangelical Association in their 
last “will or testament, be it money or the 
worth of money, must devise it to The Char- 
itable Sociely of the Evangelical Association, at 
Orwigsburg, Schuylkill county, Pa. 

Surely, God will not sutfer such acts of 
love and mercy to pass unrewarded. 


. SECTION IY. 
Of the Support of Missions. 


1, Our ministry’shall make it their con- 
cern to take an active partin the missionary 
cause; and to establish missons wherever 
circumstances may admit of it. And there~ 
fore, it shall be the duty of each annual con- 
ference, where mi / have been or are to 
be established, toappoint a standing missi- 
on-committee, who shall annually make an 
estimate of the probable cost of each mission, 
under the supervision of theconference, and 
add the names of the missions, their places, 


and missionaries, The estimate is to be 


presented to the General Board of Missions 
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the representative | 


at their annual _ 
iety, in order that 


of the Conf. Missionary Se 
an appropriation fo: osits may be made, 
and a copy of the report be entered upon the 
record of the Board,, and that the treasurer 
of the Conference Missionary Society may 
know the amount he is entitled to draw 
from the treasurer of the Missionary Society 
ofthe Evangelical Association. 

2. It is recommended that within the 
bounds of each annual conference there be 
established a Conference Missonary Society, 
auxiliary to the Missionary Society of the 
Evangelical Association, with branches on 
the several circuits, stations, and missions, 
under such regulations as the conferences re- 
spectively shall prescribe. Each Conference 
Missionary Society shall annually transmit 
to the Corresponding Secretary of the Pa— 
rent Society a copy of its annual report, and 
shall also notify the treasurer of the amount 
collected in aid. of the missionary cause, 
which amount shall be subject to the order 
of the treasurer of the Parent Society. 

3. Every missionary shall send a written 
report to the Corresponding Secretary. at 
least once in four months in reference to 
the condition and prospects of the mission 
under his care, in order to enable the latter 
correctly to prepare his annual report, to 
the Board of missions on the condition of 
our missionary work in general, 


Of Foreign Missions. 
1, Our Foreign Missions shall be under 
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the supervision and control of the General 
Board ofthe Missionary Society of the Evan- 
gelical Associat 8 directed by the con- 
stitution of said society, ~— 

2. Foreign missionaries may be opposed 
or stationed for an indefinite time; and ac- 
cording as circumstances may require, — 
Board may transfer or recall them,» 


SECTION V. 


Of our Printing Establishment, and the Pro- 
fits arising therefrom. ay 

1, Our Printing and Book Establishment 
shall be in Cleveland, Ohio. Bey 

2. There shall be a board of Publication, 
consisting of seven men, which shall always 
be elected by the General Conference out of 
the annual conferences for four years, and 
shall be held amenable only to the General 
Conference for their management. In case 
a vacancy should occur during the time in- 
tervening the General Conference sessions, 
the remaining members of the Board, at 
their next annual session, shall elect a mem- 
ber to fill the vacancy from the same confer- 
ence or one not represented. 

3. This Board shall have the supervision 
of the Book and Printing “Establishment, 
shall order all the necessary improvements 
and arrangements, that can not be made by 
the General Conference, and at their discre— 
tion republish such works as have already 
been properly sanctioned, and, with the as- 
sistance of the Gen. Book Agent, fix their 
prices, etc. 
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4, This Board shall meet at least annually 
at the Book Establishment, to-transact the 
above mentioned business, examine the con- 
dition of the Establishment and the accounts 
of the Gen. Book Agent; and determine the 
amount of dividend to be appropriated to 
the several annual conferences. The Board 
shall also submit a careful report of the con- 
dition and value of the Establishment to the 
General Conference, at es of her regular 
sessions, 

5. The Board shall sled three persons 
as an executive committee, who shall re- 
side in the yicinity of the Book Estab- 
lishment. This executive committee shall 
see that the provisions of the Board are car— 
ried into effect by the Gen, Book Agent; and 
shall have power, also, to provide for all 
cases of necessity during the year, that could 
not be determined by the Board, as also to 
call special meetings of the Board in cases 
of necessity. 

6, There shall be a requisite number of 
Editors elected, who shall properly conduct 
the publications of our periodicals, and all 
other works that may be printed, according 
to our prescribed rules, and the resolutions 
of General Conference, 

7, There shall be a General Book Agent, 
who shall conduct the entire book and pub- 
lishing business, according to the directions 
of the Board, shall keep correct accounts, 
and disburse all money as directed below in 
this section, He shall inform each annual 
conference, also, of the amount that accrues 
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to her from the profits of the Establishment, 

8. Both Editors and the General Book 
Agent shall be elected for four years by the 
General Conference. During the time in- 
tervening the sessions of the Gen. Confer- 
ence they shall be responsible for their offi- 
cial conduct to the Board, and-for their 
moral conduct, according to the resolution 
of the General Conference, to the Pittsburg 
and Ohio Conferences. In case of the re- 
moval from office, resignation, or death of 
any, the Board of Publication shall fill the 
vacancy or vacancies until the next Orig 
Conference. 

9. Each preacher shall be responsible for 
the payment of books that he receives from 
the Establishment. If paid cash, or within 
80 days, a reduction of 25 per cent will be 
allowed; if paid after 80 days but within 
six months, only 20 per cent, and after the 
expiration of six months, the purchaser 
must pay interest at six per cent. 

10, The profits arising from the Establish-' 
ment, after a sufficient capital to carry on 
the business is retained, shall yearly be di- 
vided into equal parts for the several annual 
conferences, and applied to the support of 
the superannuated and worn-out itinerant 
preachers, and their families; and of the 
widows and orphans of such preachers, ac- 
cording as our Discipline directs on page 
122. But in case the whole of the income be 
not wanted for said purpose, then shall the 
remainder be put to the general contribu- 
tions, 
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SECTION VI. 
Directions concerning the building of Churches, 
and the Measur es to be adopted. 


Question —Is it necessary to build church- 
es? 

Answer. Sage in places where the socie- 
ties have become so numerous, that private 
dwellings are generally to small, conyeni- 
ently to hold the meetings; and ‘especially 
in towns and cities, where congregations 
are generally large. 

_ Ques —How shall the building of such 
edifices be undertaken and executed? © 
_ Ans.—1, The preacher shall, where it may 
be practicable on a field of labor, and espe- 
‘eially in the vicinity of the place contem- 
plated for the building, issue proposals and 
forward subscriptions. And if they meet 
with encouragement sufficient to warrant 
the undertaking, the male members of the 
society shall be called to meet, by the 
“preacher in charge (who shall preside), and 

a majority of votes of the members pre- 
sen proceed to elect a building committee 

d trustees; and assoon as the money sub- 
seribed is collected, the building may be 
commenced, 

2. To secure the right of property of our 
churches and parsonages with the appurte- 
nances thereof, let all the deeds be executed 
conformably to the laws and customs of the 
respective States wherein the property is 
located. It is necessary, in point of law, as 
well as for other causes, that all. our deeds 
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be registered or recorded, directly after they 
are executed. 

3. No person shall be eligible as a trustee 
to any of our churches, who is not a member 
of our Association. And whenever a trus- 
tee is excluded from the Church on account 

_of immoral conduct, his office as a  wruates 
shall cease. 

4, There shall, at least, be three or more 
trustees appointed for every such building; 
and in case one of them die, or be excluded 
from the Church, or resign his office, the 
number shall always be kept up by "new 
elections, 

5. The building committee shall be care- 
ful, that the structure be plain and cheap: 
nevertheless decent, durable and spacious, 

6, As it is ordained that the Gospel shall 
be preached to all, and according to the 
apostle James, the poor should not be slight-~ = 
ed or neglected, therefore, the seats in all 
our churches shall always be free without 
respect of persons for all who come to hear ~ 
the word of God, 


SECTION VII. 


Directions for Securing Church Property and 
Incorporating Congregations. 


Question.—What shall be done for the ae 
eurity of our church property ? 

Answer.—l, In all conveyances of ground 
for the erection of houses of worship, or upon 
which they may have been already erected, 
let the following clause be inserted in the 
proper place: 
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“Tn trust that said premises shall be used, 
kept, maintained, and disposed of as a place 
of divine worship, for the use of the ministry 
and membership of the Evangelical Associa- 
tion of North America, subject to the disci- 
pline, usage, and Sainittecial appointment of 
said Church or Association, as from time to 
time authorized and declared by the General 
Conference of said Association and the annual 
conference in whose bounds the said premises 
are situate.” 

2. In all. conveyances of ground for the 
erection of dwelling houses for the use of 
the preachers, or upon which they may have 
already been erected, let the following clause 
be inserted at the proper place: 


“In trust that said premises shall be used, 
kept, and maintained as a place of residence 
for the use and occupancy of the preachers of 
the Evangelical Association, who may from 
. time to time be stationed in said place, sub- 
gs Jeet to the usage and discipline of said Associ- 
ation as from time to time authorized and de- 
- dred by the General Cenference of said Asso- 

ation and by the annual conference within 
whose bounds said premises are situate.’ 


“ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION, 


Certificate of Association made this day 
of A. D. —— between the persons 
whose names are hereunto subscribed. 





ArtTIcLE I. 


The name of this incorporation shall be 
— Church of the Evangelical Association 
of North America in County, State of 


° 











* 
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Arricie I. 

The object of this Society shall be the pro- 
motion of theinterests ofreligion in our midst, 
and the spread of scriptural holiness through- 
out the world. 

ArTIcLE III. 


The members of this Association shall con- 
sist of the members of the society, from time 
to time, as shown by the records thereof. 

Artione TY. & 

The officers of this Association shall consist 
of a board of trustees, of not less than five nor 
more than nine persons, chosen from its mem- 
bers, in such manner, time and place, as shall 
be specified in its by-laws or by the discipline 
of the Evangelical Association. The said 
trustees shall have the sole management and 
control of all the property of the ‘Association, 
subject to the present or any future provisions 
of said discipline and the provisions of the 

annual conference in whose bounds such 
property is situate, and may adopt by-laws 
not inconsistent with said discipline and the 
provisions of said annual conference and the 
Jaws of the State. 5 
ARTICLE Y. 


The officers of said board shall consist of a 
president, a vice president, secretary and 
treasurer, to be annually chosen from among 
the members of the board, who shall perform 
the duties usually assigned to such officers. 


ArticLe VI. 


The following named persons shall consti- 
tute the board of trustees of the Association 
for the first year of its existence, and until 
their successors are elected, viz: 


? 
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Articte VII. 


‘The board of trustees shall hold an annual 
meeting before the last. quarterly meeting in 
the charge, at which time the officers of the 
board shall be appointed, and an annual re- 
port shall be prepared, setting forth the do- 
ings of the board during the year past, and 
the condition of the property belonging to 
and in trust of the Association, a copy of 
which shall be presented to the quarterly con- 
ference. Special meetings shall be called by 
the president, when requested by three trus- 
tees. ; 
a ArticLe VIII. 

' All vacancies occurring in the board of 
trustees, shall be filled, and all the business 
of the Association shall be conducted in strict 
conformity to the discipline of the said Evan. 
Association, and the provisions of the annual 
conference in whose bounds the property is 


situate. © 5 
i Articite IX. 


All conveyances of property to this Associa- 
tion shall be deeded, in trust that said prop- 
“erty shall be used, kept, maintained, and dis- 
‘posed of for the use and benefit of the minis- 
try and membership of the Evangelical Asso- 
ciation of North America. Any real estate of 
said Association held.in trust for said Hvan- 
gelical Association, shall be sold and con- 
veyed, by the said trustees, in the corporate 
name thereof, when the said trustees shall 
be authorized to do so by the annual confer- 
ence in whose bounds said realestate is situate. 


ARTICLE X. 


This Society assumes to itself all the rights, 
powers, privileges, and immunities which are 
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now, and which may, during the existence 
thereof, be conferred by law upon societies of 
a similar character, and adopts as its by-laws 
the discipline of the Evangelical Association. 
In witness whereof, we “have hereunto set 
our hands and seals the day of 


AY De, 
SECTION VIII. 


Directions for Founding and Managing Higher 
School Institutions, 

Any one, or more, of our annual confer- 
ences shall be permitted to erect, within 
their boundaries, a higher school, under the 
following restrictions : % 

1. No ‘conference or conferences shall un— 
dertake the erection of such a higher school 
or institution of learning without a reason- 
able prospect of being able to carry out 
such an enterprise, without becoming in- 
volved in debt. 

2, Each such institution shall, if possible, 

bein part, and, if practicable, sufficiently 
endowed. 
__ 8, All institutions of this kind in the 
_ Evangelical Association, shall be establish- 
ed and conducted on moral and Christian 
principles, 

4. Care shall be taken, thatin said insti- 
tutions only such persons be employed as 
teachers, as believe in the Christian religion, 
and are of a good religious and moral char- 
bok 

The Sacred Scriptures shall be read 
anti in the presence of the pupils, and 
prayer offered with them. 
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CONSTITUTION OF TH MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


Art. 1. This Salty shall be known by the 
name of “The issionary Society of the 
Evangelical Association of North America.” 

Art. 2. The purpose of this Society is to en- 
able the Evangelical Association, in a more 
effectual manner, to extend and prosecute her 
missionary labors in the United States and 
elsewhere. 

Arr, 3. Any person that annually pays the 
sum of at least one dollar, shall be a member 
of this Society; and any person paying the 
sum of twenty-five dollars, at any one time, 
‘8 all be considered a member for life. The 

payment of fifty dollars, gt any one time, by a 
person, shall constitute him an honorary 
member of the Board, and as such has the 
privilege of being present at the meeting of 
the Board, and of speaking in its transactions, 
but not of voting. 

Art. 4. The officers of this aooily shall be: 
one President, three Vice Presidents, one Re- 
cording and one Corresponding Secretary, and 
one Treasurer, all of whom, except the Cor- 
responding Secretary, shall be elected at the 
annual meetings of the Society, from among 
its members. 

Art. 5. The temporal affairs and property 
of the Society in general, shall be managed by 
a Board, which shall consist of the officers of 
the Society, and of one member from each 
Conference Missionary Society, being a branch 
of this Society, and to be elected at the annual 





meeting of the Conference Missionary Socie-_ 


ties, from among the preachers of the respec- 

tive conferences, and who shall be ex officio 

members of this Society, besides as many lay 

members as shall be necessary to make their 

number, with the ae of the Society, equal 
1) 
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to the number of the representatives of the 
Conference Missionary Societies, and whoshall 
be chosen annually at the yearly meetings of 
the Society. asa 

Art. 6. The Corresponding Secretary shall 
be elected every four years by the General 
Conference, and shall, if practicab e, reside in 
the vicinity of our Book Establishment, at 
Cleveland, Ohio; and in the intervals of Gen- 
eral Conference he shall be amenable to that 
Annual Conference in the district of which he 
resides. He is to conduct the correspondence 
of the Society, and devote all his time to the 
interest of the missionary cause, by traveling, 
preaching, collecting funds, ebrrespontiiam 
&e., as he may receive directions of the Gen=— 
eral Board, which shall also fix his salary, in 
accordance with the other itinerant preachers 
of the Evangelical Association. In ease his 
office should be vacated between the sessions 
of the General Conference, the bishops shall 
appoint some one to fill it. 

Art. 7. The General Board of Missions shall 
meet annually, at such time and place as it 
may determine, in order to consult on the 
missionary affairs of the Evangelical Associa- 
tion, and make the necessary arrangements 
for prosecuting our missionary labors in the 
most effectual manner, in our own and foreign 
countries. For this purpose it shall, 

1.) Make strict inquiries concerning the 
condition and prospects of the various mis- 
sions under its care, and shall ntakeappropri- 
ations for their support accordingly. 

2.) It shall have power to establish missions 
in our own or foreign lands, beyond the terri- 
tories of the various conference districts, and 
supply them with preachers from the various 
Annual Conferences, such preachers consent- 
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rs 
ing, and see that they are supported by the 
funds of this Society, Such missions as are 
within the limits of the several conferences, 
are to be supplied *by the respective confer- 
ences themselves. 

3.) The Board shall carefully consider the 
instructions, recommendations, and estimates, 
presented by the delegates of the different 
Conference Missionary Societies, and in view 
of these it shall determine the amount which 
the Treasurer of each Conference Missionary 
Soviety, shall, for the ensuing year, draw from 
the funds of this Society. 

4.) The Board shall have power, if neces- 
sary, to borrow money for the prosecution of 
our missionary work; but must make proper 
arrangements to discharge such obligations as 
soon as possible. For its. official proceedings 
the Board is amenable the General Confer- 
ence, to which it must submit its records for 
inspection. 

Art. 8. The Board shallhave power to make 
by-laws for the regulation of its business, to 
examine incidental expenses, and see that 
they are paid; determine the support of such 
sick and superannuated missionaries as are 
under her supervision, as also their widows 
and orphans, provided that none of these 
shall receive more than the disciplinary al- 
lowance of superannuated itinerant preachers, 
their widows and orphans, and at each annual 
meeting of the Society, they shall submit a 
plain report of all their proceedings, and the 
state of the Society’s funds. 

Art. 9. There shall be an Executive Com- 
mittee, which shall be located at Cleveland, 
Ohio, consisting of the President, the Secreta- 
ries, and the Treasurer of this Society, besides 
the bishops and three members which shall 
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be chosen annually by this society. The duty 
of this committee shall be to see that the de- 
cisions and measures of the General Board are 
carried into effect during theintervals of their 
regular sessions. For this purpose it. shall 
hold monthly meetings, to examine the finan- 
ces of the Society, receive, and deliberate on, 
the reports obtained from the various mis- 
sions, and shall be empowered to fill vacan- 
cies, both in its own body or on missions, out- 
side of the annual conference limits, whether 
caused by death, resignation, or otherwise ; 
as also in cases of necessity to appoint mis- 
sionaries, recall or transpose such as oe 
pointed, and, wpon the whole, take measures 
ie meet every pressing emergency that maj 

ranspire during the year. For its official — 
sone it shall be responsible to the General 
Board, to which they must submit the record 
or their proceedings for inspection. 

Art. 10. At all meetings of the Society 17, 
those of the Board 11, and those of the Exec- 
utive Committee 5, shall constitute a quorum 
to transact business. 

Art. 11. The duties of the different officers 
shall be: 

1.) The President shall preside at all meet- 
ings of the Society and the General Board, 
give the casting vote in case of a tie, and exe- 
cute all the functions that pertain to the 
Presidents of legally organized bodies. 

2.) In the absence of the President the Vice 
President standing first on the list, and being 
present, shall preside, and in the ‘absence of 
all Vice Presidents any member that the 
Society may appoint. 

3.) The Recording Secretary shall keep a 
list of all the members of the Society, and at 
the meetings of the Society, as also of the 
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General Board, accurately journalize the pro- 
ceedings. x ‘ 

4.) The Corresponding Secretary shall re- 
ceive all reports orn the missionaries, pub- 
lish them at discretion, conduct the corres- 
pondence relating to the Missionary affairs of 
the Evangelical Association, make such com- 
munication of them to the General Board and 
Executive Committee as may be needed, and 
at each annual meeting of the Society submit 
a report on the state of the missions of the 
Evangelical Association. 

5.) The Treasurer shall also keep a list of 
all the members of the Society, receive their 
annual dues and the money paid by life mem- 
bers, as well as all other moneys of the So- 
ciety, and shall carefully note down the re- 
ceipts and expenditures, so as to be able, at 
each annual meeting of the Society, to adjust 
his accounts; and shall pay out money only 
upon an order signed by the President and 
Recording Secretary of the Society. He shall 
also record the financial reports of the differ- 
ent Annual Conference Missionary Societies, 
and submit them to the Society at its annual 
meeting. 

Arr. 12. All bequests, moneys or other 
property of the Society may be expended, un- 
less it be the wish of the testator to have the 
eapital put on interest, and only the income 
expended from time to time. It shall also be 
the privilege of the persons or auxiliaries con- 
‘tributing to the missionary cause, to deter- 
mine the mission or missions to which their 
contributions shall be applied, provided such 
contributions shall be not less than $5; and 
such contributions shall be published by the 
Treasurer, together with the purpose for which 
they are designed. But in case such contri- 


+t 


3 
6 CONSTITUTION OF THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


butions exceed the necessities of such mis- 
sions, then the balance shall go into the treas- 
ury of this Society. i 

Art. 13, Each Conference Missionary So- 
ciety shall annually send a transcript of its 
yearly report to the Corresponding Secretary, 
and also inform the Treasurer of. this Society 
of the receipts and expenditures for the year, 
and of the state of their funds. = 

Art. 14. The Conference Missionary Socie- 
ties shall pay out no money to their mission- 
aries, whether received through their auxili- 
aries or otherwise, except upon an order of 
the President and Recording Secretary of this 


Society ; and in case a surplus not appropri-— 


ated to them by the General Board should be 


found in their treasuries, it shall be subjectto 


the order of the Treasurer of this Society. 

Art. 15. No missionary who has not been 
appointed by an annual or the General Con- 
ference, a bishop, the General Board, or the 
Executive Committee, shall receive support 
from the funds of this Society. 

Art. 16, No missionary shall receive more 
as an annual salary than is allowed to our 
other itinerant preachers, 

Art. 17. Every missionary shall send a 
written report to the Corresponding Secretary, 
at least once in four menths, in reference to 
the condition and prospects of the mission 
under his care. 

Arr. 18. The annual meeting of this Soci- 
ety, for the election of officers, the Board, &e., 
shall be held at such time and place in the 
month of October, or the first half of Novem- 

ber, as the Society itself shall determine. 

~~ ART. 19. This constitution can be altered only 
by the Gen. Conf., upon a recommendation of 
the General Board, and by the General Board 
upon a recommendation of Gen. Conference, 
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